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WHAT DO
YOU MEAN
BY THAT

« THAT ALL
—hll OF THAT
THIS WAS A THE TIME
REFERS TO [RESLILT OF THAT HE
THE ACT OF| THOSE &0T YOu
EIVING A THIEEE TO DEAL
PARTNER |DEALING IN
THEIR WIN- !
NIN& TILE.

HOW CAN
THAT EVEN
BE, AKAGI-

YOU MEAN TO
SAY THAT HIS
TSUMO WIN

Res e | e 1 ~T: ALL THEY
gocombimy | Wit L M NEED TO DO
B IT IS THE EASIEST
OF ALL EASY
o7 AN CHEATING
SO R K _ TECHNIQUES.

|Tff" LELEX vk
ACTLIALLY BEEEE
QUITE :
SIMPLE...
VERY
SIMPLE,
IN FACT,

ANY
AMATEUR
OFF THE

STREET COULD
DO IT WITH
A LITTLE gIT

OF PRACTICE.




OF - v
—E COURSE, 7 -

OF 7
COURSE! o I

—
—y

T'LL
TAKE TWO
HI-LITES,

NICE DAY,

THEY MAKE
LISE OF THE
BLIND SPOT
THAT COMES
IN THE FORM

OF THE

NEXT DRAW
WHEN THEY

CALL BACK

J
: i :‘1
@?{ AND FORTH
l LIKE THAT
\

THAT'S
WHERE
THEIR
POWER

LIES.

OsAaMU, YOU
PEMEMBER HOW
THEY WERE
CALLING BACK
AND FORTH SO
FAST FOR THE
PAST FEW GAMES,

RIGHT?

IT'S A
COMEI-
NATION

PLAY.

Ha




W WOULD
ALWAYS

TILE HE DREWI
TO THE wWALL,!
AS T'M supei
YOLU RECALL. |

e

N
1

— - — e o

WHEN THE
PLAYER TO
NAKAI'S LEFT
WOULD CALL THE
TILE THAT NAKAI
PLAYED AFTER
4 RICHL.,

PLAYER TO
HIS RIGHT,
WHOSE TUEN
TO DRAW CAME
NEXT AFTER

e L. L T T T

WHEN HE
DOES THAT,
N HE SWITCHES IT

—— Bl OUT FOPR NAKAI'S
|-

I WINNING TILE,

. ANOBY M o ee IN THE =
Vi AT IS | usiNe ve 31 “nig s a 1| moment [N WHA
R Ay SAME |1 ] THAT HE W W
) ON THE TILE 1} pLavep VERy Easy ;| THATHE Jni oK
ITHAT COMES| EXACT 11 LEFT OF AND SIMPLE|| =BS5S £, 0 1! ¥
1 OUT OF THE| JPICK P A1 Nakar  SLEIGHT OF || M L AL ORI
| “dano oF | THETLE- 11 callep  HAND. | N TR
| THE OTHER | SWITCHER )\ i a AN
i THEN CALLS | : . ! J
| TEAMMATE ~ i\
Febe }\_/\—f—-/} - Sed l' RO /
| : = i = ey
i m \ - ' = - i
| EL/—\ 1! h N2 ; =
l .
| THAT
I TILE 15
: SHIFTED [
EVEE T Pl o
| HIM ‘— e
] AND BY THE PRIy
I I Time e puts [ .HE HAS THE

WINNING
TILE THAT

HE HAD |
I PREVIOUSLY i
I switcHeo [}

I OuTt..
I

~T T ¢ & &

TILE THAT NAKAI
NEEDS TO &ET

Iy THE TILE IN HIS
I FINGERS BACK

| IN OPDER TO
! “}“.IE TTHEE. ﬁﬁfé' WIN PALMED
IN HIS HAND.,

| SWITCHED
' PLACES,




\‘!\

I
LINSTEAD

SINCE T GOES TO |
WAS IN ME, AS IT |
RlCHI, T OID IN THE |
HAD TO eouno we |
DEAL IT. LEFT OFF |

ON. |

Pk TO TELL yOUu
v.:ﬂr;ﬁ*;’;*?q!;lg THE TRUTH, THE

ONCE HE

AKAGI- WAS MY THINGS THAT HE I
DONE HAD SAID 8
WITH STLUNNED ME

BEYOND

THAT

| —
oncer | 2 onALS el ME Lgié?ur
' b il SIGNALS Wl Voo s B
STOOD 1'1” THEY UsE REA O -
3 How THeY | 4VA AND THINGS [l CONML-
el Bl oI IT 144 LIKE THAT, B NMNCATE L
Sl ./ “ WITH EACH §
S0 PERFECT, st
THAT EVEN
AFTER I'D j '
HeAeD ALL T
AEG”T ITFFI .........

STILL LEFT [
IN STLINNEORES
SILENCE, [
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_ E H"illum.;

e -

'_4 IF HE CAN'T

"""" BEAT THE

BUT THERPE'S
EVEN ONLY 5

AND THAT
HE WOLLD

§ i ho
\

BUT STILL, |
EVEN IF THOSEF:

FESAFDING
THE oy
PARCTNERS'

J

Sa e : . o S
HE SAID POLNDS : \EFFOPTS OF} 7 SIENALS APE

& sa0 TO
ME AT

THE
BATTLE| .

RE- N=
SLIMES.

OF Slc-
CESSIVE
VICTORIES

OBVIOUS AND |

THAT HE| '\ UNTIL THIS A THE THEEE | PRELICTABLE

WOLLO- SINGLE- e
= N A G OF THEM
MATCH ENDS.

IT WILL
STILL BE ' o

ol ENOUHEH M | A Ao
= TO MAKE [T 7

g S kA K e | OSE B PG
st PO A NN TS, F Y _ _

\
-

A FAR
CrRY FROM
FLAWLESS
METHODS

;

. MOPE
LIKE THE ju2
TOOLS OF
AMA- =
TELIPS,

WAS THAT,
AS THE
BATTLE

WORE ON

EXTREM-
ELY
POUSH

-
/

[ i ‘

AR




WHEN

NAKA!
DOES
PlICHIS

idd

GaEi rest, when | ASOST-SaN
1 HE TUPNS [ o 4
i ot THERPE'S TWO
=1 HIS DISCARPD |
3 s THINGS HE

SIDEWAYS |- ~
ClCH! SIENAL TO HIS
FRIENDS,

P—

F=={ svD/F F

: v

SO THE IT's i

FIRST SIENAL PLILLED : "

DESCPIBES POWN 1
WHAT SUIT TOWARPDS|
HE'S WAI- HIM, THAT |

TING ON. MEANS [ R
Ao :I R R LN

e e e e '|

FHE [ M FHE L""""
I | PUSHES IT bt
LEAVES IT e :
I LR TO THE |
INTHE |1 . :
t .......... T{:}P Eﬂw‘_ _:
MiopLe, |8} 0 .. oEEd :
Thar . | i THAT |
MEANS | 1 | MEANS IT'SE
7 ol sl A MANZU §
..= .....
o] e ) et
i A ol gl e
oo, |

. b L ONCE HE'S l{'\?

¢ V& =5 EEE : DECLARED AND N
IF HE DISCARDS Y b AND THEN [ o E RHCHI AND -
: AT THE SAME THeOWS | CAPDS |3 NEEDS TO i —
) TIME HE THEOWS THE PHCHI THE | THPOW THE OND
| THE STICK ON |} STICK OUT TLE |3 1000 POINT | ||| mrinve
! THE TABLE.. |4 Fiest {4 | encr stick ||| s,
l 5 ON THE
| 8-
| i B
I o s Il -
| ' ;
l
i
i
i
[
[
|
\ ..THE TIMINE
wTHAT -~ : FOR HIM
MEANS A LA : . PUTTING IT
HIS WAIT \ ~ DOWN
IS ON o Iy . Hﬂfﬁ, Akl DESCRIGES |
&, 5, sy = 1 U AND WHAT
)| OF 8. _.—"r/ S NUMBERS
g - IT IS,

H L ¥ A




| L THAT MEANS FE5EE

HE'S WAITING |-

ON 3, 6, OF
ql

THIS

RlICHI HE'S

MADE WITH
THE TON

IF HE TOSSES
THE STick OUT
AND THEN
DISCARPDS THE
TILE...

S0 WITH
ALL OF
THAT IN

T

M L L L Ty

LB 4 L} _}L__J} | -‘

IF T PEMEMBER
CORPRPECTLY,
HE DID BOTH
OF THEM AT

THE SAME

TIME...

AND SINCE THE
: s “n TILE HE USED TO
&-5-8 MAN, [ i PHCHI 1S PUSHED
o ue 170 THE 2OW
S\ ABOVEIT, IT'S
i A MANZL
WAIT ...

(|

I

I s0O THAT
: MEANS
i
i

THAT IT'S
&, 5 0P 8

L e e e

AND SINCE
THERPE'S A
-MAN IN
HIS DIS-
CARPDS
ALPEADY




WELL, WELL..,
AIN'T THIS JUST
GREATP IT'S
FANTASTIC!

el e DOESN'T | o)
. R MATTER HOW i G
T .:;:'-:" e CHEAP THE o -

HAND I8..,  fi Shas
e ceTTING S SR

' . 335 - ﬁﬂﬂ.ﬂMN

IT'S OBVIOUS S
THAT HE'S e A i LG L
CALIEHT LUP oot o of DIFFER- Ny WITH THIS
TO US WITH it SOt ENCE - 200
THIS, BUT b : L ‘“TWEEN : L POINTS
' ; ME ‘N’ .
AABI-
HAN IS
JUST

WITH THEEE
PEOPFPLE GANGING

LIP ON ONE
PECSON..,

WHAT HE JUST
o

WITH THIS WIN,
IT'S TeUE IT LOOKS LIKE IT WAS A
il _ A ENALT A . LONG WAY
BASTARD PIGHT ON TO COME,
IS PEALLY ; «id AIN'T vOLUR TAIL! BUT...
TAKING ~ & THAT
AKAEI-SAN - RIGHT?

HE FEALLY
CAN SAY THAT
THINGS APE
EETTING BETTEF
AND BEETTER
FOR HIM




L 1 | Al R AP A i JII Pl A R i i A i J]M—L

-" #'*. *THATI'T;%{:?:{ J -"l.-l.
F_QféHTlf ’r i: / / f: .. Wl i II-:IIIIII e
- THIS'S: B = (TR

:: ONLin 3 -. (i I -I Ir gl i | .'.

o — ¢ Wy, ik il

' . - i i) L
_h.- L' i _ ..‘ | :
1—. I Y ) |

J / | 1IN

i v BRI

] I
. Wl | I
* [ i

THOUEH,
I AM
CATCHING
A WHIFF
OF SOME-
THINE..,

I THINK HE
MIGHT HAVE
DISCOVERED
OUR CRAFTY
COOPDINATION
ALPEADLY ...

THAT'S
JUST HOW
THE WOeLD

BOES "POLND,

AKASI-HAN/

CAN DO WHEN
YOUWeE P
ASAINST
THPEE PEOFPLE
BY YOLRSELF

/

] NI/
‘/ _—— V' s st I
JUST A HE CAN'T
THINGS HE'Ss &80T SLUSPICION, PEALLY

THE WAY
THINGS APE
FOR HIM

AT THE
e MOMENT

JUST
SPRINTING ace now, || ~noeeoor | a0 we's N
o \lf HE'S HAT weee | norro- || St o L

DOIN' YET! Jriiio

SPLPINTING " SEPINTING TEAMIN' TALLY WE'CE
- LP PleHT CELTAIN

HERE!
P
N,




S0
THINKIN'
THINGS

THROUEH
WON'T HELFP
A BIT!

YOLU'VE
E0TTA
EE
AGLPES-
SIVES

TS
JUST A
ONE-
HANCHAN
BATTLE..,

SR AS FAST

AS IS
LEEGS
CAN

AT
-k

BUT SINCE
I'VE 60T A
- -MAN IN
MYy DIS—
CAPDS...

AND IT'S
MANZL,
MAKIN® IT
=k—7
MAN/

T TELL YA,
THIS'S REALLY
TOO MUCH
LUCK FOR ONE
PERSON TO-

'
T

WHAT'S
THAT, A
t—-MANP



FANPAI,
DOPRA 3.

AT AMA MANEAN.

oue ; 5
|senas | foiiom

B NAKAI
M SHAKES i ’

73 : = WE'CE

S OFF THIS -. STILL ONLY
SN THOUGHT. : IN THE

- ! 3 EAST SET

Pl
F = |

HE
FORCIBLY
HAD HIS

HE PREVENTED
HIMSELF FROM
FALLING INTO

Wl | Heno THE SWAMP
o] BRING- il | | s via OF SUSPICION
Ny NeT B ]| |sieNaLs
3| TO THEPY '
d SOUTH ot

&  Ff s

'th'_:




NAKAI'S

TENPAI

FOR A HAND 1S
CHANTA, IN 6000
SAN SHOKU

IT IS
|INOW THE
SOUTH
ST
POUND.,

IF HE &0T
HIS PARTNER
TO DEAL
INTO HIS
HAND ON
THE NEXT

RICHI
AND
IPPATSU
ON TOP




BUT
LUNLIKE
LAST TIME,
WE DON'T
HAVETA
WOoRRY
ABOUT AN
ATAMA

R vy
B> COMERACK A, bk

-T_I__;

L CAN BE R

Jr

FHCOMPLETE/ SN W8 3'-

X §
2 ot

THIS TON IS

OF AkA&l'S
SEAT WIND,
AND IT'S A
LIVE TILE.

BUT

FOR THE TIME
BEING, AKA&!
DOESN'T SEEM
AS THOUSH HIS
HAND IS IN
TENPAI AT
THE MOMENT

- .-""-"F '-':r'r VI

I'VE
cOTTA

MOMENT, THE

THE
a- LEFT HAS
OIN. THE TILE THAT
WILL TAKE MY
HAND TO
HANEMAN...

MAKE IT
PASS!

SUyY TO MY

THE ONLY
PROBLEM
I'VE &0T







s

THEES2IN.
AV 20T .
COLD, . |

WIN(OEEA
ﬁfﬁ’-r..f

4]
v S
% IJI " lr ' ‘:l.l-
o ) -y }
\""‘--'; id 13 .T. L oo

THIS) | |
sy '

W |

L

/ . IT'S NOT
? 2‘:”5// JUST OLR

SIGNALS

- HE KNOWS
= “ALL OF OUP
SIENALS.. /7




HE KNEW
FOR SLIPE
THAT I HAD
THIS SHAPE

/

E— A — - - -

LAND T I CAN'T IF I OID, 7 COULD HE ENEW A AND SINCE |

CAN'T win | CALL OFF THE I COULD OF WOULLD PLAY - Z 4 HE DID KNOW B
SIeNAL FOPR - STILL LAND IENORPE COURSE THE LUPPER TILE THAT THE 2

THE Same | My PARTNER - W 4 tsumo ow || TE €N OF My EDEE A FOR SUPE, HE
TLION THAT Tﬂqﬂﬁ; THE P MY NEXT WAIT, THE “H# A\ PEALT THAT /-
T IENORE A ~PIN...

WINNING

™

| l.ll | I :
il g S HE TLIONED
: AND . BUT ﬂ { ].|, BE HARD JUST A Y «HE PLAYED THIS

.I DEALT aor || roHave [ tO peaw CAPBACE AR E-PIN ONE TLION Szl
THak Eioe THIS NO CHOICE THE WIN- HAND! 4 LN | aHeao OF M R

Lo JUST BLT TO NING TILE . et TO TLON MY

= gecause || po ousrt MYSELF ; S HAND INTO
ALSO HIS i) T |
SEAT WIND |
'

i

|




RELUCTANTLY
CALLED
RON.

END

IT WAS
ONLY A

e RICHI,
HIS PLANNED |iooaninss : IPeATSU

COMEBACK | iiiiit
OVER AkKAGI :

e HAND
il couLp NOT  fiEniiiE Eﬁﬁgﬁ
] COMETO | T i ;
“4  FRUITION, e

: i I JUST
e L NEED TO
o 3 — IF EITHER TAKE A
........ : ‘ OF YOU TWO BATHROOM
) | NEED TO BREAK...
TAKE A LEAK
NOow Y\, NOW, TOO

%

' S L7 WHERE
DO You

v ..;.: i e | THINK [/ e F *
RN . YOU'RE A Z )

|

x "y

i
-
-

| EOING?! HEY!

ONCE I'M

DONE,

YOU WON'T | ¥a; B
8E LEAVING , 3 =t R
THAT TABLE|| I WON'T B 3= '
FOR A BE &ONE ? Td = - -
SECOND. LONE. i _ _ .




HOW
COULD
ANYONE
BEAT ALL
THEEE OF

SECRETS
HAVE 8EEN
EXPOSED.,

. —

MATTER
WHAT YOU

PAYIN' TOO Y
MUICH

SIGNALS...

ATTENTION.



A

|

CHANGING | I
THE SIBNALS| |
AROLND J

el ) | — 1 1.1 AFTER l"}
HE WILL | 1| 1_!_!" chrﬁéJL-
CHANGE Y TN ;l
up THEIR | ononss [
DIONAL, 4 e S NAKAI HAS
e u! ! DECIDED
= IT IS TIME. BT
..... (R

— > IN LIGHT Fs. |-- -4 THIS WAS [y
HE HOPES s ‘ﬂ{_.”gﬂq; L ': HE KNE DECIDED | |
TO 8E ABLE THESE " lI WHAT BECALISE I
TO CATCH NEw | L e AKAEIHAD |
Mé-ﬁwg? Zucaplocd | { SEEN THmusngl,_;I
; 2 |

L

'

e .5351,!‘ K I CAN STILL _
I'M SN T Dby DIFFER-

' ] ] _“L M E ||II T
e DEFINITELY T3 ¥

ENCE

E 'TWEEN




IT SEEMED
AS THOUESH YES
NAKAI'S
OPTIMISM
WAS NOT
HELPING
HIM.

B
/A
H

[F WE CAN
MANAGE TO
GET SOME
FLOW IN
THOSE
3 ROUNDS

POSSIBLY
BEAT US/

!
te

T TR
e A

!Ji_l““l . JIT

7 NOW WE'VE HIS SINCE HE
XFl. CHANGED SENSES FIGURED OUT
ue oue ARE OUR SIENALS
A i SIGNALS PEALLY IN SLICH A

SOMETHIN{!|| SHORT TIME
- LIKE THAT

LIP AGAINST
ALL THREE OF
LS WITH NEW
SIENALS...




«AND EVEN
WITH THE
AlD OF
TWO OTHER

. PEOPLE

EVEN AFTER
CHANEGING
THE Sl&-
NALS TO

A NEW SET

SWIFTLY
STRIKE TO
ELIMINATE

SUCH

THINGS!

--.:--,.-..-_..- ,'.-I.- o g
i

THINGS
IN WERE ONLY
OTHED GETTING

WORSE AND
WORSE FOR

d

= ¥ I H:__#
Wy P>/

£ Tema

i o IS LN

| EVEN WITH ==
e ALL OF THE |
| VARIOUS
G B ADVANTAGES '-'-
= | THAT NAKAI

B HAD AT HIS l"

DISPOSAL... |

IIEi




IT'S ONLY NO

THE STH
TUCN.../” WAY...

L L

AKAG| HAD
COMPLETED
YET
ANOTHER

HOW CAN
THIS BE

o
HALE Eh:i\-‘"

15 THeee || IT's Like T " I CAN'T
NO cHANCE|| HE can ¢ 3 T BELIEVE THIS
| LerT Foe || conTeoL y <3t SLIDDEN

R " WAVE OF
Lge® LLICK HE'S

ME NOW=/

THIS ol
AIN'T %558
SOME J38
HERE!/St




NAKAI GETS
THIS STARTING
HAND...! ;

T O 0 A
AN T = _

I

FORCIN' MY
WAY THROUSH

e LM INO TG ONNAS ‘%

I'VE\EOT|
b myseLs)

M FIGHTIN,
\ HAND/

_.11453" FLOW
WAS EETTIN;
WOPSE AND

-';’I .

‘-
alil WY it = :
(I

{ i
B
o

'll--.-.' {] Bt

d
]




P __

“"r S g

I'VE 60T ME A

5§

WSTR[
Il | II-,: !Ill[. i1| il:l-'lll | :
Eli |

e

L T T e L B T P T O e T L TR kv b bt e it i I TR L R R . q
T o
-

3 e
)|

|

-

- B e Y
WE CAN THE euy wHo | o N i 7
MAKE A EOES AFTER ME § EET AN |= AND EE‘;‘;}';.HE 1 AND NOW, BAIMAN,
BAIMAN CAN DEAL IN ¥ I-MAN |y TOSS THE rman | IT'S IN HWIST IV
JUST LIKE JusT FINE | SINGLE §| CHUN OLT oieHr | TRNES OF FaTE!
THAT: i e WAIT. : : J NOW... | .
~ S
i 1 e | S
(L) . : & e S AN --‘:"'

?}Hfﬂf N ias

Wiy

’ STILL, T'VE T CAN STILL I éoT MY
THERE'S BLIT EVEN 1)
JUST ONE WITH STILL A eoT 16600 SURVIVE BY IF HE DOES TENPAI [
MOPE 60, AND THIS cO00- | FOINTS SIGNALIN' MAKE IT ALL BEFOPE ;
I CAN TELL THE SACOI- POINT | IN DIFFER- MY BLDDY THE wAY TO ASTVE  ANYONE
BUY TO MY FICIAL GAP ENCE BE- OVER HERE TENPAL.. COME TO
LerT TO cALL || garman A riels 70 DEAL ) s ELSE! o —
ElCH " A AND AKAS! INTO MY EXFPECT, HE'S ; \..,,_n____‘ 4
/ CATCHIN' LiP ¢, ‘x,_':r_____
!y, e POETTY FAST... v o
[ ¥
%
£ r :t v .
g o R R B ©WITH THAT, h
OVERTAKE s Eadlh .
- AkAS e —— 3
FOR S 17000 =
SLPE! s o POINTS! .
. THE &Ly
TO My | 4
CIGHT! | - '
o l
| ||" = l-.-P
..... Jl- . ::
gilivd | 8901




o P

@‘W =

I'VE FINALLY
&O0T THE HAND
THAT'LL BEAT

I — IT'S BEEN A

BUT
SOMEHOW LONE TIME

Or ANOTHER COMIN'...



Ty

. 'f'” [I' ||ji' 1‘
iy '.4-”“’_




ALL T
NEEDPED
WAS FOR
THIS ONE

DAMN TILE
TO MAKE IT
PAST HIM

FFFF F

THIS IS
BULLSHIT

‘}?‘fr:, =

i




1

T IF FOWUR -

EYES OVEP

—= THERPE KEPT A

o SCARPE HAKL FOR
WHATEVERS
PEASON,

THERPE 2 BE NO

THAT' S
PROLLY

TOO s
6000 TO
ge TRUE | |

I JUST
EAVE HIM




I CAN
CHANGE
IT UP FOR
THIS |-
AN

YES,
NEARLY
ALL OF
NAKAI'S

I CERTAIN
i THAT THIS
T=-MAN
wOuLD
PASS.

TR -"r' g1

Il
i

| Ilr” I"l ; I-.'.-J' I,
ot i

IF MY NOW T'VE
— guooy || 1S Fine BEEN

HECE TO DEAL SAVED
KELT A THIS HEPE F;

HAKLI! oo

AND THANKS ff:r g;j;ﬂf
TO ATAMA
HANE, T'LL — THeN, MY

IT'S LIKELY

PRO--
BLEM/—GET IT FlosT—ALLY CAN THAT ﬂ.i:;.féf
Foe sueer  FLAY THE HAS THE SAME
HAKLI/ SINGLE-HAKL

WAIT-8uT..,

= N
-

we s W
EE-;E g5e I CAN SEE 1
R WHECE ALL'A
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HUPRY IN THE SHOPT
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AND THE
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P MAEING
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A LATHER

IMPROVISED e
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SHEER
THOUEHT
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‘g 5 =¥ EVEN NOTICE
4

Byl ' Z
T



Xy
=,

iy i1° L4

05
-
o s

=

L

-
T T R k|
t‘!lﬁ-ﬁ —

-

- THE HE LIVES IN
THE WAY
HE LIVES WAY HE A WOPRLD THAT'S
Sl APE COM- SEES DIFFERENT
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W WHO
HE MAY HAS

LBUT

AKAGI'S HE'S A
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THIS MAN IS
HE IS OUT ASANLMA
PATHER LATE PR couicH, A B i THEE*;G‘E
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2:00 AM. [ ¥ | cITY’S COUNCIL |
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i S DRIVE
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= THE TAMA
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FROM THE [ .
LARGE
QUANTITIES
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NOT AT ALL W/
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AND THAT i AS A MEMBER
IS BECALISE s OF TAMA
i THE GARBAGE Bl CITY'S COUNCIL
8 OUMPED BY 4 OF FOREST
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LESS PES|I- B ASANLMA WAS
DENTS HAD TO WELL AWARE
B BE CLEANED OF THE ILLEGAL
UuP 8y THE TRASH

COUNCIL, [ DISPOSAL
THEMSELVES.
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M| PEMOVAL WAS
S| A TREMEN-
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LEAST,
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«WAS NOT
A VERY RE-
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HAD TO 8E
CONE.
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THE cAR-
BAGE, BY
THAT TIME
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ABLE TO PUT
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MARKED THE
LALUNCHING
POINT OF THE
f  MADMAN'S
RAMPAGE.

SUSTAINED
1 ANY 6RAVE
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THIS EXTRA- | s

THE MAN il

] POLICE .,
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BURIED THE SCENE | aifR
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| ceme TO
&1 INVESTI-

THE SOIL
THAT DAY

AND WITHOUT |
THE ABILITY TO
DISCERN THE |
CAUSE OF
DEATH FROM
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MORNING B

i Re| ASANUMA Ji4
PEPORTED]
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WAS,
SHOCK
SEVERE

THAT
MUCH, AT
s | LeasT,
S was
| ceeTAIN.

CONCLUSIVELY,
INDUCED 8Y

BLOOD LOSS.

«WHICH
WOLULD PUT
IT IN THE
VICINITY OF
&PM ON

VIOUS DAY. [
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THE ESTIMATED
TIME OF DEATH
WAS 8 HOURS
PRIOR TO THE
DISCOVERY OF
THE CORPSE...

A FEW DAYS

LATER, THIS

REQUESTED
AUTOPSY WAS
ABLE TO TAKE
PLACE.

WHERE COULD
THEY FIND
THAT wWOULD
SEEM MOST
INDICATIVE OF
MASSIVE
BLOOD LOSS?

WAS A SMALL
WOLIND ON HIS
LEFT ARM,
PESEMEBLING
SOMETHING
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SYRINEE.
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THE SINGLE
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ATTENTION
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BUT
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IT WAS
APPARENT
THAT A
GREAT
DEAL OF
BLOOD
HAD BEEN

LOSS OF
BLOOD
COULD BE

TO DEATH

LOCATED,
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UNABLE TO FIND[
ANY OTHER
PLALSIELE
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8LOO0D LOSS

WINCLUDING
&0IN& SO FAR
AS TO CHECK

INSIDE HIS ANUS
§ AND CUT INTO

HIS BODY...

IT CAN'T 8E
THAT...
CAN IT?

NO MATTER
WHERE THEY
CHECKED THE
CORPSE AND
WHAT MEANS
THEY USED...

THE
CONCLUSION
THEY AR-
RIVED ON
WAS THAT
THE CAUSE
OF DEATH

WAS
SHOCK
INDUCED 8Y
EXCESSIVE
BLOOD
LOSS.
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PATHOL-
OelsTS’

WORK WAS
FINALLY
COMPLETE.
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AFTER
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..WERE NOT SURE __~HE BLOOD

IF IT WAS HOMICIDE,

e THE THING

THEY SUICIOE, OR SOME THE /| HAD BEEN
PATHO EXTRACTED
CERTAIN EXPERIMENT &60ONE T
THE HOLE
WRONE, BUT
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[ LerT aem.
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Wl - WAS THAT
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YUKIO, SEVEN
MONTHS A&O

YASUOKA
AND THIS
HIRAY AMA

HAD
MANAGED
TO RIDE
THE FLOW
FOR A TIME.

i YES
THE MAN j
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BURIED NE=
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L BEAY
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YASUOKA
HAD ACTED
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MANAGER
FOR THIS
HIRAY AMA.
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I'VE 6OT

NO MORE
HE HAD
NO IDEA OF AN
I0EA THAN

YOU DO!
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§UIN il WHILE B J| STATING THAT S AT THAT
TRUTH, THAT HE HAD NO "l TIME, HE
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YASLOKA
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CHASING |_
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AHUNCH [>"
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BACK OF
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WE ACTED AS LET'S STOP
MIDOLEMEN, QEATING WITH THE
ANO RROUGHT ACOLIND THE OLD MAN,
SEVELAL 8USH... YOUR YOU MEAN?
YOLING MEN SUSPICIONS

TO HIS ARE CORPECT.

ESTATE.

={ WE 8POUEHT
Tﬁg’ rigg"r THEM THERE
S ior FOR A HIGH-

STAKES GAME

IF THEY JUST THEY WERE
| 50 HapPeNED OUTCASTS OF MAHJIONE
TO DISAPPEAR

SUDDENLY.

IN GEMNERAL,
PEOPLE WHO
WOLLDN'T BB
MISSED MUCH
g 1/
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NATL- S0 TO WELL,
KNOW- |1 YOUNE MAN WE AS was | S:L%Eil:?ﬁ A BE AS
WE WERE || TO WIN THE GAME coN= Tl s Shcen AS POS..
SIVEN OF MAHJIONG, THE ‘
TRACT | SISELE..
| OLO MAN wOULD THEY
|  PEWARD HIM sieneo |
| WITH A LARGE 1 —
'r AMOLUNT I \
| b y
1] We TeIED —)
1| TO Make - |
| THE 55.& P =
RIFICES WE
DID NOT || ofrFeeeo TO =
EXTEND VERY T I HIM AS A
FAR BEYOND || WORTHWHILE JgF f /
THE REWARD I AS WE =
FOR A VICTORY. : COULD. =
J

ﬁ
AND
MADE IT TRICKY THERE THE WAGER
TO MAINTAIN WITH THEM, I | \wepe some WAS QUITE
YOLUR COM- THAT GAMEL | special HIGH FOR A
POSLILE... GFGM"’*H‘ PLLES, SIMPLE
JONE.., GAMBLE
SUCH AS
THAT...
EVEN IF YOU
WERE CONFI-

DENT IN YOUR
GAME TO
BE&IN WITH.

IN THE END,
IT'S A GAME THAT MAN'S
OF MAHJONG EAME OF

THAT POOR MAHJIONE,

PEOPLE ONE WITH
COULD NEVER - DANGER EVER

HOPE TO LOOMING
OVERCOME. CLOSE 8EHIND
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FINANCIAL
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IT WAS YOUR

JOB TO DEAL
WITH WHAT WHAT YOU

YOU
REALLY

SUPPOSE
HE JUST
LOST
INTEREST.

HAPPENED TO JUST SAID,

THE YOUNS MEN OHBI-SAN THINK 507
AFTERWARDS,
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AND THOUEH AND MORE
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BEEN A GREAT TO CRAVE HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS
HELP TO HIM THEIR OF YEN MET ONLY
IT &EPEW IN HIS VICES DESTRPUC—
Eog BEYOND WHAT
. HE COLILD
PEASONABLY
EXPECT YOU
TO HELP WITH.

ONE OF HIS
VICTIMS WAS
RECENTLY FOUND
DEAD IN THE
TAMA MOUNTAIN
REGION.,
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THAT'S
THE

AND EVEN
THOLIGH THEIR
CHOSEN GAME

FOR THE HOUSE [

WAS CHO-HAN A

rUMOR,

HE ACCEPTS
SOME PRETTY

CRAZY GAMELES
WITH OPEN ARMS,
BUT HE DOESN'T

SEEM TO HAVE
ANY BACKUP.

T (——

THERE, THEY
TEND TO
PLAY SIMPLE
SAMBLES
FOR RECORDED
REWARDS..,

. THAT CAME
FROM THE
eAMELING
HOUSE OF

AN AFFILIATE
OF OURS.
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1
|
aTeeeT, ano |
SEEMS TO 2E |

HE LOOKS
LIKE SOME
KID OFF THE

AROUND gO
YEARS OLD

CHO-HAN: A TRADITIONAL JAPANESE SAMBLING GAME WHERPE PLAYERS BET ON WHETHER THE ADDED
TOTAL OF TWO .L'-'ﬁ‘fE WILL BE OPD O EVEN, OPSANIZED SIMILAR TO MODECPN-DAY CPAPS.,

BUT IN
THERE WAS A THE END,
RUMOR THAT I COULD-
I OVERHEARD N'T FIND

ANY ONE.

THERE'S A
YOUNE MAN
THERE WHO
WINS EVERY
SINGLE TIME

HE PLAYS.

I TRIED
LOOKING
AROUND FOR
SOMEONE
LIKE THAT

I I HAVEN'T HEARD OF

ANY SANGS WITH REP
PLAYERS AT ALL
PESEMELING THE

KIND OF
GAMEPLAY HE'S
KNOWN FOR,

EVEN

WITH ALL
OF MY
RESOR-

CES..

o~

AKLAS!
SHIGERU,
HMM...




THAT'S
THEIR
SCHEDLILE,

THEIR EAMBLING
HOUSE IS IN
BUSINESS ON
THE SECOND
AND FOURTH
SATURDAYS
OF EVERY

KURATA
GROUP,

N CHIEA,

-
5

i W

BUT I'D
SAY IT'S
WORTH
A TRY,
AT THE
LEAST.

SO,
THEN, WHICH
ASSOCIATE

1S THIS,
EXACTLY?
, 3

T HAVE
TO ADMIT,
I'M A BIT
SKEPTICAL

ABOUT THAT
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IF WHAT BUT, ALL RIGHT,
you SAID 1S | yasuoka-| | SOUeSE: CAN YOU
0T Y NOT A TAKE i
PROBLEM HERh

THERE.

: > _ Savew- - G40 | ABOUT THE Vil
IF THAT WAS g W T A= A SR V| sooY THAT B
THE OLD MAN'S |e- ™ £-] THEY FOUND
DOINE, THEN =oht; ey L1  IN THE TAMA
s, : MOLUNTAINS

._'_h : : N ; : g e L -_:'. . il SO '.".'

; F CEmTETDT
i |
ANY YOLINE|
, IF AKAGI ko
BO0Y ST sty Loses, He | WHO SOES
LINDENIABLE WILL DIE!
ADDS TO OUR TRUTH, FAR | UP AGAINST|
CERTAINTY FROM A MEPE ] HIM...
ON THAT BLUFF!
POINT,

«WWILL BE
LITERALLY

IT'S THE

MOST LIFE IN A
DANGER-
GAME OF
EALS ACING) MAHJIONG!
OF MAH-

JONE,

.....
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THIS “'_

WE'RPE TALKING
ABOUT AN OLD

IT COESN'T

MATTER HOW MAN WHO HAS ARLO|
MANY HIGH- NEVER KNOWN THISERU
STAKES | PEAL DEFEAT, IS HE YOU'RE
EAMBLES THIS YOLU KNOW.. CEALLY TALKING
AKAGI HAS WILLING TO  ABOUT...
TAKEN PART " PISK HIS LIFE
IN... 50 EASILY?P

HELL R 3 G
STILL FALL \SEREREERVERS & .

VICTIM TO  (ERERER I" ) .
HOMICIOE  [T9% L 0 o T T
SHOULD HE , 7 B W KA
LOSE THIS L INET LY
ONE GAME! -fé"jﬂh ‘i‘_‘ » | EEnn *.-:'.

APEE T T AR 3
I. e crimmnygl’

IF HE'S JUST A
NORMAL PERSON
LIKE THE REST OF

THEM, THERE'S

NO WAY HE CAN

HANDOLE IT/
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\ 4
Sioeia - I KNOW AKAGI, l

= AND IF THERE'S | it

iggﬂ"mf . ONE THING THAT | Bre
THAT 60OES HE CAN NEVER b pd ., A o ]
FAR BEYOND ae IN is wroLe | FEEEIEE e 3 7 g

THAT. LIFE, IT'S A e e LR & E-;'g i
=] |
auT IN I UNDERSTAND
- WHERE YOUR
vl N A P a2t 2 CONCEeN 18
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AND T

I'VE BEEN

CAN ONLY TRYING TO FaR
IMASINE THAT
, PIN IT DOWN REYOND
HE'S SIMPLY FOR A WHILE ' BEING
EROWN TIRED '

NOW..,

NORMAL
i

OF LIVING.

F HE SUFFERS FROM I et ;
THE NEED TO HAVE _ G . HE'S
S50 HIS FATE DETERMINED RN \ amlil b : 2

THERE'S  8Y A LIFE-OR-DEATH
NO WAY HE'D GAMBLE.
BACK DOWN
WERE HE TO
BE GIVEN THE | , : ™
CHANCE. T g SR

N\

AND BECAUSE OF EVEN LINDER THOSE I E"-I'E["J
THAT, HE CAN SHOW CIRCUMSTANCES, HE WON'T IFITS
LEVELS OF CONCEN- NOT A SINGLE I FEEL AT 1 DECIDED

TRATION THAT THE FIBER OF HIS BEING ALL PER- THAT HE

| AvERAGE PERSON wouLo sty away || Thegeo, WILL DIE IF
|L COULD ONLY DREAM FROM THE HE LOSES
= OF HAVING. CHALLENGE.

2 : NORMAL 7 \ e
PEMAIN
== i T euess PEOPLE LIKE | | cOOL
you couo || YOu AND 1 ALTHOLIGH, EVEN
LIKEN IT PROBABLY TO RE LNDER
TO BLUE | CAN'T EVEN HONEST... | sucr |
GUESS AT PRES-
| WHERE HIS [ 2y "N SURE
MOTIVES G /A '
| realLy LE. 3 & /|




HE'S A ]

gfﬂ ';Lé“ﬂ‘f_l #Eg,ﬁ "{ﬂ’; H / OPDINARY PEOPLE LIKE YOU

B TEM LeveL oF 1| .'I‘_. . WE CONCENTRATE OR WHAT
OECATLIOES FIOE.. "L WE'RE DOING, CAN NEVER

| AND TUEN | ! - GET OUR FLAMES BURNING

| i AT A HIGHER TEMPERATURE
: THAN IT TAKES TO GET A

PED OR YELLOW FL.&ME./

IF WE
GET HIM
TO FIGHT

EVEN
RAW IRPON
1S SPLIT
Le gy
SLCH AN
EXTREME
LEVEL OF |

HEAT/

| L .. THEN THE OLD MAN
& | WILL BURN DOWN TO
-~ | NOTHING UP AGAINST
S:UJ THAT LEVEL OF SHEER
r \ | h | i FIRE POWER/
- , . : = i

AND
IN THAT

LCAN
I PEALLY DRIVE
THE OLD MAN

lllllll
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EVEN THAT *

ONLY ONE MADMAN WOULD
OF THEM CATCH A FEVER
CAN UP AGAINST THAT
PEMAIN,

KIND OF HEAT,




50 YOU'RE
SAYING THAT
AkAel PEALLY
WILL DEFEAT

THE OLD MAN
il

le e [
EI:.ll:'l i ::::.
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A
i

THERE'S SINCE THE
NO TELLING RPULES FOR THE
IF AKAS| CAN GAME ARE
WIN O NOT LINIGLIE..,
BEFORE IT
HAPPENS,

IS THAT
WHAT
YOU'RE
SETTING
AT
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THAT MAN'S N e B s exrent
SN AN EXTENT, :

SHIELD OF & “""““ : IN FACT, Il THe ONE WITH ﬁé"‘T
TREMENDOUS |RESSZgla® 2 WITH ORDINARY | THE MOST SLIRE
WEALTH WILL PSR TACTICS FROM || MONEY WOLLD F HE'LL

BLOCK ANY AND 2 q?; JB{ OPOINARY PEOPLE 1| * LIKELY EVEN '
ALL ATTEMPTS, Jad %/ > (| Have THE

IS 272 7 ADVANTAGE,
— |
|

NN

>
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EVEN THAT
IRON SHIELD
MIGHT
CRUMBLE
APART!

AGAINST AKAGI'S
FIRE, HOTTER
THAN ANY
OTHER KIND,

.EVEN IF THE L‘l‘l E‘{‘i ;
JUST RULES ARPE MADE SHISEDU
COME 80 THAT HE'S AT || 5 Ayme
OUT ON A MOLUNTAINOUS

DISADVANTAGE,

ALL I THEN ALL OF =
OF THEM THE OLD MAN'S AND IF F—
WORLOLY HE DOES
POSESSIONS H ﬂFPE'I"':
WILL BE HIS TO WIN
FOR THE
TAKING!
f
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AS "KYOLUSE!"
GREW, HE WAS
ABLE TO SAVE AND
SAVE HIS MONEY
OVER THE YEARS

AND 8Y
FINDING & WAY
TO DOOGE HIS

TAXES TIME AND
TIME ASAIN...

AkKAS]
SHOULD BE
ABLE TO
WIN...

IT HAPPENS
THAT THE
OLD MAN

DOES,
INSTEAD

GAME AGAINST
THE OLD MAN

WHATEVER
[& NEEDED
TO PREPARE

HE WAS A
PIONEER IN
THE MANAGE- I
MENT OF .
CONSLLTANCY I
FIRMS.

WINS THE

AFTER PETIRING

FROM THE POLICE
FORCE, THE OLD
MAN REVIVED HIS
BOLUNTIFLL
ENTERPRISE.

I A=Y WiS FORTLINE
THIS SO0 TODAY
MILLION IN PEACHES
SHOWA 4O | SOMEWHERE
1aes) SETWEEN
=== EQUATES TO | 500 MILLION
ABOUT S BIL- | AND A ILLION
LION TODAY. YEN.
| |
~ "
=
= ) '
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gt 0 .:,-.ﬂ':l... Y '.;-,lIE .
i Gors SRR TR Y
2= e TN
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AND
ALSO
IN ORDER TO you,
EET THIS OHel-
BATTLE ON LWILL  SAN
ITS FEET GET EQUAL
cuTs OF
- !
. —=1 THE MONEY!
MOST DEFINITELY =
NEED TO HAVE — LS
YOLIR EXPERIENCE -
WITH THE OLD =
MAN!
|
15}




YOU DON'T
EVEN KNOW
IF AKAGI
CAN WIN
OrR NOT...7

T

il

THE OLD MAN HAS
A WHOLE PRIVATE
FORCE WORKING FOR
HIM, SO IT'S CRITICAL
THAT WE HAVE A
GROUP, AS WELL.

ISN'T
THAT
HOW IT
s~

U

WE DON'T KNOW
HOW VIOLENT THE
OLD MAN MIGHT GET
IF HE STARTS LOSING

THE CHANCE
OF SOMETHING
E0OINE WRONEG
IS QUITE Hi&H.

THE HELL
ARE YOU
SAYING?

T
— WE DON'T
—] L KNOW IF
» : HE REALLY
IS AKAGI

ORrR NOT!

HERE'S
WHAT T'LL
SAY,

YEAH

' OF THIS

PREPAR-
ATION
WILL HAVE  |RMEEESE
BEEN WAS— i SE S
Tenr - A

IF WE DON'T
HAVE ANY
BACKUP, THE
WHOLE THING

WILL BE

MEANINELESS

SO, OHEGI-SAN,
IF YOU CAN
GET THE INADA
&ROUP TO HELP
LS OUT WITH
THIS, THEN-

AND MORE
THAN THAT,
THE CHIBA
THING IS
STILL JUST
A RUMOR,

5 NOT, ALL i
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I |
ANY THING , WHETHER
el OR NOT
| oot I END UP
BEFORE THEN AGREEING
[S5 NOTHING TO THIS
MORE THAN
IDLE &055I1P.
I WON'T
MAKE MY
DECISON LUINTIL
AFTER WE'VE
~ CISCOVERED
IF THE MAN
RPEALLY IS
AKAS|,

E o :! - ¥ f
e AL n.:. .'_ +:.-|.!.|.._-E-r 4
o A BRI

YASUOKA HAD JUST LIKE
YET TO PECIEVE OHS&| HAD
ALL OF HIS MENTIONED TRLE
CARDS,

(ol
—
L

FOR THIS BATTLE,
THE MOST IMPOR-
=y TANT FACTOR,

AKAEI, WAS STILL

I AN UNKNOWN
S VARIABLE.

e




FIRST,
HE HAD
TO FIND

OuT
= WHAT
e HE HAD

TO
WORK
WITH!

THE DATE ™ l_
IS AUGUST CHEAD TO
14TH, 19&5. CHIBA TO YASUOKA |
AND
THE SECOND FIND. ThE OHEL...

KURATA
SATURDAY

OF THE
MONTH.

THAT =
MANY
IF IT TURNS | ] TIMES TO
OUT NOT TO ..THE MYSTERIOUS NOW IT GOES

BE AKAGI, ALL MAN WHO MAY OR wHenever| B witHouT
OF YASUOKA'S MAY NOT BE AKAE! THE SAYING
PREPARATION HAD WON.

R

A

| |

,__E | )
| { GAMEBLING I

WILL HAVE BEEN > HOUSE :
|

|

l

I

|

FOR NOTHING. OPENED
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= THIS 15
" VERY

IN FACT, I DAPE
SAY THIS MIGHT
Eﬂkﬂf; Lgdgﬁﬂ;f hg:F BE THE SPEATEST
e B OPPORTLNITY OF
AN T eo8 MY LIFE,
BE THAT
LUcCkyY?

s

wiLL, T} e
ENCOUNTERL = =
THE LEGEN- FSsa Wil
DARY MAN | 0TS

..THE

GENILS,
AKAEL, BY
SHEER | N
CHANCE, B N
AGAIN? SO T
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AND NOW
.. THE
RESULT!
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AND ALL THE
CUSTOMERS
BATTLE IT OUT
AMONEST
THEMSELVES.

ONE SIimpPLY
BETS ON
THE OUT-
COME OF
THE DICE
BETWEEN
EVEN AND

ODD..,

.AND CONSE-
QUENTLY DO NOT 2
GENERALLY CARE ==

WHICH OF THEIR =9
——agl CLUSTOMERS ENDS &

LiP WINNING IN
GIVEN ROLL.

i ”"

A B

- IT IS, OF

27— COURSE, FLIN-
] DAMENTAL

% THAT THEY DO

el NOT TAKE PART

T IN THE EAME,

THEMSELVES...

AND ONCE
THAT HAP-
PENS, THE
GLESTS
TEND TO
LEAVE.

INEVITABLY, IN THE

FACE OF THAT, LARGE |

AMOUNTS OF OTHER
EGUESTS WILL END UP
&0INEG BROKE.

OF THE
WINNINGS.,

WHEN ALL OF
THE WINS ARE
FOCUSED ON
A SINGLE

PATRON...

ASAINST THE

SAME ABOUT
THE INDIVIDUAL

w15 NOT A

PERSON'S
STRUSELE

NIZERS OF THE [

THE ORGA-

GAME TAKE A £
SMALL cut B
OF THE WIN-
NIN&S FOR
THEMSELVES

THE EVENT
OF A SINGLE

GUEST MAKING

AN ABSURD
AMOUNT OF
VICTORIES
BY HIMSELF

:EII | |




AND THE
FEWER

e —— -

..HAS BECOME
vacHE Sl GUESTS |

- THERE ACE,
e Oeea- o~ k| THE LOWER |
™ PPOFITING? A\

i
i
A

NIZERS.,

LESS. | = BPSNE THE ORGA-

A

-
! R
% T -

"[rh ||'|

THIS IS
BECAUSE
HE IS
LOSING
THEM
l custo-
|,'| MERS,

D e

v

HAS AROLIND
50% OF THE
GUESTS

eameLine|IF-
HOUSE

AND ONCE
THE KURATA EVEN AGAIN,
erouP, TOO, i THEY 4 THEIR EAR-
| 1S BEGINNING =3 ARE AP- | NINGS ARE
i TO SHOW +4 PROA- VERY
| SOME SIENS CHING INSIENIFI-
OF DISCOM- | THEIR CANT,
FORT.
AT THE KURATA I""'"""'.. diic
&ROUP
fﬁgﬁrﬁé Z MAKES MOST
| 1S A VERY | OF THEIR
SERIOUS INCOME
MATTER FROM THE
' ORGANIZERS'
FEE...




il iR e E
e e HAt
] o —
AND WHILE THEY = *YOU'RE
WERE, THE L =4  AND WHLE A NUICANCE
YOLING MAN'S W | THEY DON'T | .. GET OUT
WINNINES | & EXACTLY OF HERE/"
continuee o A1 T SAY IT OUT IS WHAT
PILE LI IN FRONT &Y LOUD, THEY ARE
OF HIM, 41 THINKINEG. A

/

F ‘r)/ ;

Al £l _ THose
THOUGHTS

ARE

WRITTEN

ON THEIR

FACES.

\\
-l':'r".':.l. P

1
T JHE COULD |
HIS MO- Sty SHOWED WESE Bitnge S
NEY AT BhES ST0es AS A KNIFE.
LBUT HIS
EYES

SHOWED
NO SUCH
LINEASI-

IT WOLLD SEEM AS
THOUGH THIS MAN HAD
SENSES THAT DEFY
THE HLUMAN MIND'S
CAPACITY FOR
LINDERSTANDING.

THERE ARE
ONLY A
CHOSEN

FEW WHO
ARE LIKE
THAT...




S THE
B YOLING
MAN 15,

INDEED,

AKAGI
SHIGERLY
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TO THIS POINT, THE
; AKAGI HAS
. AMOLINT OF MONEY : THIS IT 1S
IN MODERN ak HE HAS WON FROM AND OVER . EBEEN &AM HOUSE AUSUST
TIMES, THIS SUM THE SIX BLING HERE
THE KURATA &ROUP s 1 1S ONE I4TH, AT
WOULD AMOUNT | 2 TIMES THAT |EVERY OTHER THE
TO OVER 200 X ~ ! AND THEIR CUSTOM- 1 THAT | H
‘ | 8z £05 AMOLINTS TO HE . PEHAS SATUROAY SPECIA- [P¥| KURATA
MILLION YEN... T A e =R HAS BEEN SEEN FOR THE ' M
o 3 — OVER 20 MILLION | LIZES IN GAMBLING
ILis \ 5 57 op T — AMOLIN- HERE.. ety {CHO-HAN. HOLISE.
e R 78 sl A | 'r = TED A
MEN- . N gttt e/ T T—" HUGE
1/ R ARl TSP TS 1 4 / CASH,
ﬁ_ - ] 1
CALSED THE A FAR CoY |
. : FROM A 2T R i e
Al | kueaTa epoup Rty M NoemaL B | - Ahkic IPERIT RSBl HIS WINS
— — = dH TOeAN 1 ;
F DUE TO HIS || QG?"‘;}';;L'G” ! THROLGH =) = o
UPS R |l . ONE-SIDED . CHO-HAN. g g - INCES-
- j VICTORIES. ‘I =—
I IF IT WERE e
=] NOTFOR = g
HIM, THEY
flll WOLLO HAVE
_'|! N GAINED —
“ 5 © MILLION '-
JBE YEN TO THIS = ==
i‘1| §  PONT. ==
(1 2 '
il , \ =
” | #‘h | 4
ik E
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IF THE KURATA
&RrOUP
THEMSELVES
LOSES MONEY,
THEY CAN NO

LONEGER SIMPLY
STAND IDLY BY.

II :HM” ||n.u||l“|”

1 IT SEEMS THE
M Cefrwinino 3] Ay, <k il AKAG! APPVED
| EARNINGS, !
f goctero| (| sl M e Jeoss
-,: GIVE UP MORE THEOWINS 'I.' HAVE ALSO Eernsc 2100
. MONEY! AWAY.. ¥27 /] LY REDUCED. '

IT WOULD
SEEM TO BE
X TRUE THAT
5 WHEN IT
) PAINS, IT
y POLIRS.

LOOKING
BACK ON §

T/N: DAIGASHI: THE YAKUZA Pﬂﬁ-‘ﬂ’ﬂﬂ IN CHARPEE OF A E-AME;L:’H& HﬂHﬁE
WORKING FOR THE BOSS DIPECTLY

TR ALY

TO PREVENT THIS
VERY THING FROM
HAPPENING, SLICH
A MAN AS HE
SHOLULD HAVE
BEEN BANNED
FROM THE HOLISE
A LONE TIME A&O.

F:H‘.I

..._1._. ' rf-..__.l'” __‘ .___ :.:-Ir " § F
Yffﬁ‘ 7 | e Iﬁ 3
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'H‘.; e e THOLIEH IN HIS
e ﬂgﬁgﬁﬁeﬂrﬁm “’”,.?SF EET 2 THOUEH FIRST TWO ﬂ.HPPEAE= .'
S NEXT TIME HE ENOUEH TO THERE WAS ANCES AKAEI HAD |||
MADE AN FORCE HIM ﬂﬁf&; ?‘Dp INDEED WON AT |
_| APPEARANCE, TO LEAVE THE SAME RATE |
= RALoc i THE EARNINGS 23 NOW...
. 11 TO EVEN T
- BACK OUT.

THEY HANDLEDC
IT IN THE SAME
WAY THAT THEY |
WOULD FOR |
ANY EVENT
RESULTING IN
H LOWER INCOME.

ﬂ\

T S . L

"=1 THE MONEY H
@i THAT THEY COLLD AND B8Y | BUT, IN THE & s |
it IE? | END, THEIR AND TH I

# HAVE MADE THE TIME | | voees roe IR WAS THE H
B WASHED AWAY THEY e GEFEAT | FOR THEIR PATIONALE | |
SB  WITHOUT A PEALIZED WEGE LEET PERMITTING ., |
ADDITION! : ANCE THE '

THIRD AND '

FOLRTH |

|

|

|

;

AND MORE AND E

HE HAD ALREADY
PASSED THE HE WOULD MORE, THEY
POINT WHERE NOT QUIT BEEGAN TO REALIZE
THAT PEASON- WHILE HE THAT AKASI WOULD
ABLE TACTIC WAS NOT LEAVE THEM
IT WAS AS WOLULD BE OF AHEAD.., ALONE OF HIS OWN
IE THE MONEY  ANY USE. ACCORD.
PLAYED NO
PART IN HIS
MOTIVATION.

THIS
> THEY NO WAS A
~  LONGER HAD - DISGRACE
— A CHOICE 8UT TO TO THE

TAKE ACTION, AND KURATA

-

- USE DRASTIC
o MEASURES/

& 4

duihim



W of NO
Sl MATTER
WHAT,
THEY
HAD TO
CRUSH
HIM/!

THIS WAS
THE CON-
CENSUS
REACHED
BY THE
KURATA
&rOUP,..

NOW THEN,
PLACE YOUR

I M il
| THE GLUESTS .. THIS 11 ABOVE ALL, -1
.18 NOT | THE KURATA
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HE LOEGIcAL THE OUTCOME A OF CHO- PLACED IN 7 # POUND
WHERE THE
AND LEAVING HAN | THE MOLIN-
T AL UP TO DICE MEAN HAB e BEGINS
FROM ONE TO EVERYTHING TO gE QA NOW!
THE HEKT--. waE - &
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THE BETS
HAVE BEEN
MADE/

AND
NOW,
THE
RESLLT
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CAN MANIPULATE
THE OUTCOME
OF THE DICE AT
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IS SIMPLY WILL BE THEY END POLL AFTER VISITS IS
THE SINGLE- SPREAD LiP ON THE THE BETS, IT FINE WITH
MINDED APOUND ~——] WINNING ALLOWS FORE=——- THEM BEING
THINKING OF TO EVE- OR LOSING AN ELEMENT ABLETO |
NOVICES. PYONE. SIDE... OF PSYCHO- MANIPLULATE
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THIS

ONLY THE PPl

WORST gkl

DRUNKARDS |

CLEARLY

EXPECTED R
TO ACTUALLY EF b c:lf

BELIEVE IT. 2 A

. THERE EXISTS L'
A PARTICULAR
SPIRIT... A DIETY
THAT CAN CON-
TROL THE FATE
OF THE DICE AND
WHICH PATRONS
ARE THE UNLUCKY
ONES.

WTHAT, P4 o
OEEP IN HAS
THE
MOLIN BEEN
LIN= SAID
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= ; / TELLY, THIS 1S .-
THIS MAN, 4 | AN HONEST-TO-
JUST LIKE s &00DNESS
THE SATOR! ‘| | MONSTER, AS IF
OF LEGEND LIFTED STRAISHT
OUT FREOM A
~ FAIRY TALE!
Tl T ¥ |
; :—: 1, |
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HIS EYES L\ RY-‘T\W-‘TW—"W - '§ ..AND DO SO
wouLo peee | | i EFFECTIVELY
INTO THER f | (U NO MATTER
souL aND N\ AW How THeY
2P OUT THE |\ . TCIED TO
PROFER . \ RESIST HIM!
PESPONSE! l&
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AND THIS
WAS THE
FIRST TIME
THEY HAD
EVER SEEN
SOMETHING
QUITE LIKE

THIS!
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ALWAYS
RPEAD
THEIR

'l miNDS

WOULD |

i T

THEY HAD
BEEN RLIN-
NING THIS
EAME FOR
7 YEARS
TO THIS
POINT...
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IT'S ABSLRD,
BUT THERE
IS NOT MUCH
THAT CAN
BE DONE
ABOUT IT
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THIS IS NOT
TO SAY THAT
AKAE| WINS
EVERY BET
THAT HE
MAKES...
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_THE HERE, IN SLCH
EFFECT A TENSE
WAS THE ATMOSPHERE
SAME. h AS THIS...
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IT WAS
AS IF HE
HAD LOST
THOSE
SMALL
SUMS ON
PLURPOSE!
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NEEDLESS EVEN WITH pe—y T WAS AS [
TO SAY, T D hr - —
NOTHING TN OREANIZERS’

COULD BE o e | THOUBHTS

MORE DING THEM WERE 2EING
IRRITATING Leaoe Phe JTE MANIPULATED
apé.i’mEEes THEM 8y THE T}L’E‘ﬁi‘ggi,wﬂgsf
. RIEHT TO NOSE.. '
WHAT HE

THEY COULD THEY
0O NOTHING BUT EVEN FELT AS
BUT &IVE HIM Hg’;ﬂ..l..,  THOUGH
WHAT HE HING —
8UT THE THEY ~—~———
DONE S
GETTING AGOUT IT BEING
ANYTHING :

AT THE MO-
MENT WAS
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'%”iﬁggﬁ IT WAS TRULY
PEASON AN OVER-
THAT THEY WHELMINGLY
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| B HIS . BECAUSE .. WERE i
i NUMEROUS | OF THAT 5 QUICKLY h AKAGI'S i
Tk LAREE | THAT THEY il LEADING THEM 1f| 701 LAREGE |
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PROPER R
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FOR YOU | TwiL
a A REMEM-
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I\ NAME,

THIS 1S THE B>
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T'M AFRAID
YOU'VE ,

OVERSTAYED ||
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THE KURATA
&RrOUP
RESORTED

TO VIOLENCE.|

\ ;|:‘['Ii||ifl 9l ONCE THE &
Ml cuesTs

ALONGSIDE
W10 AKAGI HAD

BUT A FEW DWINDLED
OF THE  DOWN...

MORE
ELDERLY |
PATRONS...

] . THE KueATA [
S20OUP REACHED
i THE END OF ITS

ABILITY TO

| CEMAIN PASSIVE, | AP

i STRUCK

SAME TIME B
24 THE cLOCk B
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ONLY IF
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PERPMIT YOU .
TO LEAVE i ¢
HEPE WITH : FOR YOLR d
YOLUR HEAD/ y LIFE, YOU
LOWLY
wORrM/
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IF SOMEONE
GIVES US PEASON
TO, WE'LL USE
THOSE SWORDS.,,
STAB THEM RIGHT
THROUEH,

THIS CAN END
SIMPLY WITH
YOUR BANISH-
MENT FROM
EVER PETURNING
TO THIS PLACE.

LIKE TO
DO THIS

) ( |

1'. { ||l|
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I

TAKE KINDLY
TO THAT SOeT
OF MIS—
CONDUCT,
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THAT SAID, WHAT
YOU'VE DONE IS
VIOLATE THE TRUST
WE HAVE BETWEEN
OURSELVES AND
OUR CUSTOMERS

vi'lj

" {,___,_.., 'ul"m p

o
WECONT ALL THOSE WHO
PARTICLILABLY
DECIOE TO ENTER
CAPE TO HAVE
THIS HOUSE OF
TO CLEAN UP OURS ARE VERY
THE BLOOD-

STAINS FROM VALUABLE TO

THIS ROOM...

WE ALSO
WON'T REQUIRE
THAT YOU &IVE

US BACK ANY

MONEY THAT
YOU HAVE IN
YOUR BAG,

WE WOLILD
LIKE TO SEE
YOU LIVE,



PEQUIRCE
THAT YOU
FINAL RET/

AND IN THIS
FINAL ROLIND,
YOU WILL 2ET
EVERYTHING...
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vOU WILL
e e

G THE MCiE
IN THAT BAG
SHOLLD YOU

LOSE!
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THE KURATA
EROLP HAS

He INSISTED THAT,

IN ORDER FOR
E&”ﬂ a7 HIM TO LEAVE
THE HOLISE
ALIVE..

GAMBLE.

.HAVING
EARNED
=20 MILLION
YEN OVER
THE PAST
3 MONTHS
HE HAS BEEN
COMING HERE.

AKAGI 1S
CURRENTLY
IN THE
EAMBLING
HOUSE OF
THE KURATA

THIS IS
| MEANT
TO
INTI-
|| mioaTE
HIM,
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HE'S
Z' BETTING THE

ALL PRESSLIPED BY THE
FACT THAT THIS IS AN
AMOLNT OF MONEY
THAT YOU CAN'T 8ET
FROM A WHOLE LIFE-
TIME OF WOgK..,

HE'S
A MAN
THAT'S WITHOLIT
THE ONLY  THAT KIND
wAY THAT ~ OF PER- [
IT MAKES ~ CEPTION JAn N
ANY KIND v L
OF SENSE,

|
TS LIKE HE'S NOT AT THIS MAN

WAS AL-
PEADY
PEVIATING
FAR FEPOM

THE NORPM.
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READILY
ACCEPTS
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HE'S BETTING THAT YOU
IT ALL ON CAN'T GET
A SINGLE IN A

PICE POLL! LIFETIME

OF WOPK




IFIT
WERE ME,

I WOLLD
HIM HAVING BE TPEM-
THIS KIND OF BLING AT

RPEACTION TO
SUHCH A GIGAN-
T EAMELE

THE VEERY
THOUWSHT

ol CAN'T

| EVEN BE&IN

TO UNPER-
STAND IT.

THIS MAN
SEES HIMSELF

KLUEATA

EROUP IS |
THE EXACT § FOR MONEY

OPPOSITE, [

HE'S SOME-
HOW &OTTEN
IT INTO HIS
HEAD THAT
HE DOESN'T
NEED IT...7

aNe [l NATLRALLY,

THAT IS TO 84Y, S e BEFORE THEY SINCE THEY'PE VERY
THIS SINGLE WILL CONSIDER THEY CONCERPNED
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IT's NOT
AN AMOLINT
OF MONEY THAT
THEY CAN AFFORD
TO LET SLIP PAST

IT'S QUITE
ADMIRABLE,

I'M 6LAD
THAT YOU

SUPELY THEY

EN- WON'T LEAVE

TIPELY A MATEH

e 1o WORTH 20
CHANCE? MILLION

S0, WHAT
KIND OF
POLICIES
WILL THEY

AGREED

SIMPLY
SETTING
YOUu TO

TAKE THE
SAMELE

LWAS OUR
TOP PRIORITY
WITH THAT
PROPOSAL.

I SUPPOSE WE
COULD HAVE
SETTLED FOR IT
IF YOU'D
CEMANDED TO
RISK LESS THAN

ALL OF YOUR
MONEY.

THEY MUST THINK THEY
HAVE A 000 CHANCE
OF WINNING... DO THEY
HAVE SOMETHING UFP
THEIR SLEEVES TO
SIVE THEM THE EPSE?

HAH- -l BUT IF YOU

, | SUPPOSE
HAH... HADN'T IT'S A 8IT
NEVED- W%GEE:}EL{I?..’D TRIVIAL AT
|
THELESS NOT HAVE THIS JI?"D[NT
ALLOWED
YOU TO

LEAVE.
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B T = ANY KIND OF POLL WORTH SUCH A
: / LUNCERTAINTY LARGE AMOUNT OF

AS TO WHAT
THE RESLLTS

IT 15 THIS B
THAT We B AND AFTER APE AL-
WOULD LIke E= THAT, THE DIcE LOWED TO

AND THE MONEY ON EVEN OR e/ a N THIS
IS DISTRIBUTED 0DD... e A - ME OF
ACCORDINGLY. Ay

cONsIOERING TS NOT : AND THEN IN OTHER WORDS,
HOW MUCH iﬁ_’-ﬂT : £ WILL COLL YOU WILL Maice
JOUVE  Bre AL THE DICE. v YOUR BET FIRST
NING. 8uT...
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WE DON'T
f.!rl:’; HONESTLY
geTTee  SELEVE
THAT'S
TO 8E WHAT'S
SAFE
HAPPENING
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wWE THINK

SOMEHOW

WILL LAND UP,
THOUEGEH WE
DON'T KNOW
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I'LL USE
THESE 10-YEN
AND 5-YEN
COINS TO
PICK BETWEEN
EVEN AND
00D B8EFORE

¥YOU 2OLL.

YOU MIGHT BE

TRACKING WHICH
SIDE OF THE DICE

l;“% SOME WAY

sy | |OF TRACKING
HOW THE

DICE MOVE,

SUSPICION
15 A BIT
OFF THE

MARK, BUT

TO PUT
YOUR MIND
AT EASE, I
SUPPOSE I
CAN ALLOW
THAT,

I'VE 60T
A BIT OF
POCKET
CHANGE,

IT JUST
FEELS LIKE
¥ OU HAVE
SOME KIND
OF TRICK




CANTI

GET A

PENCIL
AND

IF I HAVE
THE 10-YEN
COIN IN MY
HAND AFTER

THE DICE APE

SO, THEN,

THERE SINCE WE
WILL ge HAVE THIS,

NO QLES-

TION AS TO

THE OUT-

THAT'S

)

|

g

LJAND
THEN,
HOLD IT
OUT LIKE

S0,

T'LL SLIP MY
~CHOOSE  yanND INTO MY
2 ONE OF POCKET..
e THE COINS -
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SORRY

YOU DON'T
G6ET TO |
TALK YOUe

way OU
OF 4
LOSS.
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THIS IS
JUST TO

WE DON'T
FORGET
WHICH IS

WHICH.

AND 5-YEN
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IT'S THE
5-YEN
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: | :
u,|\|

i

I
Il || “




qr THAT
SHOULD 8B

1 F FINE.

o

|
it

! '._
oW, f-'r"

::r i
N7/

e i
-’ff";;f;‘ / F.ﬁ /
i

:Ir. i-.-;_




I'M HOLDING
ONE OF THE
TWO COINS
IN MY HAND
SIEHT NOW.

IF IT'S THE

10-YEN COIN,

IT'S EVEN.
IF IT’S THE

S-YEN COIN,

IT'S 00D,
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TS
BECOME
SHEER
PSYCHO-
LOESICAL
WARFARPE!

EVEN IF HE WAS
SOMEHOW
TRACKING THE
MOTION OF THE
DICE, THAT'S
PIeHT OUT THE
WINDOW, NOW.

THIS ey MADE
HI& DECISION
BETWEEN EVEN
AND ODPD BEFOPE
THE POLL TOOK

WHICH
CHOICE
WAS THE
WIN.";"EE‘
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s DEALER FOP
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THE DICE
ROLL JUST
NOW WAS
MOST
CERTAINLY

COURSE

WE DON'T,

THAT'S
HOW
THINGS
ARPE...S

e AND
TUEN THE

AND IF THEY
HAFPPENED TO
LOSE, THEY
COULLe JUST
EXERPT THEIP

DO YOU MEAN
TO CLAIM THAT
THERE WAS
SOME OTHER
RESLULT OF THE
DICE RPOLL?!

IF THEY THAT I8,
FOLIGHT THER
AND WON, vicTORY

it ﬂ%ﬁfﬁgﬂ?
WOLILD BE o
EINE.. FROM THE

BEESINNING
g

. NEVER
PLANNED TO b~
HAVE A PEAL,
FAIC SAMBLE!

FROM THE
VERPY EE—
SINNING,

THE KLUPATA

SEE ANYTHING
WRONG, HERE?
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¢ DEFINITELY £

S0, THERE
YOU HAVE

|
L L YOU HAVE MY
' | SINCEREST -
CONDOLENCES, [
BUT THAT MONEY [=%
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=N R-:"‘“l /. NEETMER | IS Oles, NOW. __
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st NO ., ABOUT IT IT DOESN'T YOU'RE
s MOEPE THAN BEING MATTER WHAT ACTING 50O 48
- EVEN OP YOU CHOOSE VERY

ANYTHING TO BLURT STRANGE/
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WOLILON'T HAVE
SAID SUCH NONSENSE
LIKE THE ROLL BEINE

e

IF NOT, HE

EVEN/

EXCUSE i
ME, M. «;
KUSAISH)

TALKING
ABOUT
ANYTHING
ELSE IS
JUST PLAIN
STRANGES

RPOLL...

ARES

WE DON'T
Trﬁfng%; NEED TO WHAT 00D '
TELL HIM, THINES YOU'RE ¢ .
NEEDED TO .
IT'& JUST SAYING!
KNOW WAS
THE DICE THE War
THINGS

ANYONE
CAN SEE
THAT IT'S
ooD.

THEN
AKAGI
OrR WHO-
EVER HE
1S...

|
z

IF THAT'S
HOW IT [S

—_—
e ——

AT ANY RATE, WHATEVER
HE'S ERUMBLING ABOUT
RISHT NOW IS PURE
NONSENSE.

IT'S OBVIOUS
THAT THE DICE
ROLL WAS

NOW,

WE'VE CONFIRMED
THAT IN NUMEROLUS
WAYS, AS IT IS!

ALL THE OTHER
PATRONS WHO WEPE
GATHERED HEPE
AGREE THAT THE
ROLL WAS ODD!
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SIMPLY
IENORING
A GIVEN

FACT!
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TS ONLY NATURAL
FOR PEOPLE TO
TRY TO HOPELESSLY
DEFEND THINGS THAT
THEY'VE ALREADY
LOST, AFTER ALLS

I COMPLETELY
UNDERSTAND THAT
YOU'RE UPSET AT
HAVING LOST SO
MUCH SO QUICKLY

] musT come =
TO TERMS
WITH [T/

1
iﬁ“l

EVEN IF
SO MANY
PEOPLE
AGREE THAT
THE ROLL
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ASK YOU
ONCE
MORE.

, ) '
::Hiéggwgiﬁﬂ ' PIEHT NOW,
weve cor )| THATIS YOU ARE IN NO
Uaie mre 3| TOBAY, POSITION TO
NECK FICMLY || IT's AS SPEAK BACK TO
| IF... US IN SUCH A
PRESSED | bl sues
BETWEEN OLR , .
FINGERS,
]

¥YOU NEED IF YOUu
TO TRY AND DON'T IF WE
APPEAL TO WANT LS TO|| DO DECIDE TO
Us wite SEPERATE SNAP IT
ALL OF YOUR HEAD
YOue FROM YOLR
STRENGTH. e00DY...

[T
SHOLLD
BE ENOUEH
TO JUST
AGREE AND
MOVE ON,
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.. THAT THE
OUTCOME
WAS 4-5,
THAT IT
WAS 00D,

LISTEN
CARE-
FLILLY

TO WHAT

I .SAY,

EVERYONE
IN THIS

-J-
By
M8
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e

THESE PEOPLE | | THE KURATA *
AGPEE ON &RrOUP
ONE SIMPLE MEMBERS
SATHERED
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ALL OF

[F YOU CAN

THIS CAN iz simeLy aeeee
END, NICE
AND QUIETLY. o el
RAISING A
FLSS ABOUT

WHAT IT'M PEALLY
ASKING WITH THIS...

HAS NOTHINE TO DO
WITH WHETHE® THE
DICE APE ODD OP PO

EVEN,

ASKING

== i = i-
T WILL BE A "flfr! |!|'.||“| I ? I
NOW, THINK DIRECT INSLLT (11 ::”l F |

TSE:EEE ABOUT THIS TO ALL OF YOuR .Jﬁ.; F W ¢ l | ?ﬂfﬁ?ﬂ}'ﬂ’rg

SHOW VERY CAREFLLLY || SUPERIORS WHO | &) ‘ ' Neon

BEFORE YOU YOU SEE R\ § gl e,

GIVE YOUR FINAL || SURROLINDING N
ANSWER, - -

you
i

THE ONLY
ONE WHO HAS
YET TO CONFI2M

THIS FACT IS




PO YOou
i WISH TO
ADIEP IT'S A
A SIMPLE
A QLIESTION.
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i W po vou

HAVE THE

\| DESIeE
| TO con-
TINLE

LIVINE?
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. WHO
FULED

NO... EVEN s OVER
THAT IS TOO £ {1 THIS
SMALL OF A o Pl

SCALE. & g COHN-

TILLII LY.

FROM
Egﬁg’fg,g‘ﬂ IF ALL OF THIS
M el TRIES AND LAND
MASSES WERE
DICTATED Y

ONE RULER..,
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..COULD ‘
HE MANAGE STHEPWORLOLY

TO DISTORT MONSTER...
THE TRUTH/

HE COLULD
NOT CHANGE
EVENTS AROLUIND,
HE COULD NOT
ALTER MY
UNTIMELY DEATH

+AND HE
CERTAINLY

CHANGE THE
OUTCOME
OF A
GAMBLE!
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T
DOESN'T
MATTER
HOW MLICH
MONEY IS5
ON THE
LINE,
HEPE...

YOLu
SHOULD
JUST &0
ALONS

s
NOT
ElIVING
IN...

#
i

lF THESE
YARUZA
DON'T

SEE YOUR
PLIGHT,

ALL YOU
HAVE TO
PO TO
STAY
ALIVES

OF COUPSE
IT'S PEALLY
EVEN, BUT
JUST SAY
THAT IT'S

......

MV <L you,
" ’r{}u KNOW!

il
‘Ml "" m DON'T
) ‘i , FLICK ;|l
AROLIND
ﬁ‘:"‘ WITH LS/
2|
— = § {

YOU DON'T
HAVE ANY
CHOICE...!

THAT IT'S

EVEN IN
youe -

HEARPT OFy
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DO You
RPEALLY
WANT TO
DIE NOW,
Kip?

THAT IF IT COMES RISHT
DOWN TO IT, WE WON'T
ACTUALLY GE ABLE TO
KILL Y OU.

I DOUBT
..THAT YOU'PE TAKING el YOU'RE ;
e PEALLY WELL, YOU'RE
T PATION- AND FULL OF
ALLY STUPID IDEAS

‘.*H

f -
N\
W\ =
min :“!’
WE WILL THIS 1S SOMETHING LIKE E] | ! ._H A=
NEVER STOP JUST THIS, WE WON'T _ - I
HALFWAY BLSINESS EVEN BAT AN i ! I
THROUGH A AS USUAL EYE AT HAVING | ] yiy . |
JOR, TO KILL SOME- L\ .
TO OUR

DEMANDS,
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IF YOu
ANSWER
THIS
QUESTION
INCOR-
RECTLY
JUST ONE
MORE
TIME...

THIS IS
ABSOLUTELY
YOUR LAST

«WE WILL SWEEP

YOUR HEAD
CLEAN OFF YOUR
SHOULDERS!
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TAKE A
LOOK AT
THESE
DICE!
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WE HAVE
COMPANY
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N N WE'VE ,
CLOSED THE HOUSE WE'RPE
2 FOR THE ! IS STILL LOOKING
IT'S A NIGHT. OPEN, TO GAM-
BIT EARLY, RIEHT? aLE,
BUT IT CAN'T * TONIGHT,
__1 RBE HELPED,
\uw’

LIErk'I# OF I'M TERRIBLY CLOSED,
THAT SORRY FOR YOU SAY
THE INCON- P
VENIENCE,

1 MUST
RESPECTFULLY
ASK YOU TO
TAKE YOUR
LEAVE,

THEY CAN'T | | it
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WE'LL JUST
HAVE TO
COME BACK
SOME OTHER
TIME TO
ASK ABOUT- i

t :

EVEN AS

¥ MucH AS A
T WANT TO || can‘t

A “kNow IF Ny
IT'S HIM.. I ANy-
THING

1
|.I

. ﬂwu e ll"”

1 .E

i
GLESS
WE'VE
JUST 60T
TO LEAVE
R NOW
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THE MAN
WHO EREETED
US... HE'S
&0T 8LOOD
ALL OVER
HIS LES...!!
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YOU THINK
YOU'RE
GOING?!
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STOP
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= B=F CET HIM
> OUT OF

5'141

Y

THE INADA AND ~
KURATA &ROUPS YOU'RE
ARE BOTH SUB- : OHE|-SAN,
SIDARIES OF THE AREN'T YOU?
SATOU eRrOUP.., 3 === [N THE BACK,

AND HE [S THE

UNDERBOSS

OF INADA,

I'M LONE
OHEl —
INDEED Tme NO || EEEP
i SE‘E: !T is- ] i
1:.‘-:ll. 'll-:i Eu?ﬂ'sHll

AND IN
THAT -
FEGARD, YOU'LL HAVE
! TO EXCUSE US
FOR BARGING IN
SO SUDDENLY...




IS
SIMPLY
NO WAY

AROLIND S

ITIN |
THIS (|
CASE.

THE DICE
USED FOR
THE MATCH
I'M REFER-
RINE TO
SHOW
EVEN.,

AS
yOou
CAN
SEE

AS IT'M SURE YOU'RE

WELL AWARE, WE

HARDLY EVER NEED

TO RESORT TO
VIOLENCE OF THIS
KIND, 8UT...

T HAVE NO
IDEA WHERE
HE 60T ALL

OF THAT,
gUT T

SUPPOSE
IT DOESN'T
MATTER...

EITHER
WAY, IT'S
FEALLY
BECOME A
MESS,

OVER THERE,
YOU'LL SEE

LAREE SUM

WHAT'S
ALL THIS
ABOUT?

IT SEEMS
YOU'VE

BAD TIME,

IF YOUu
TAKE A
LOOK AT
HIS SACK

IT'S A

AS THOUGH

CAUEHT US
AT A PATHER

APOLOGIZE
FOR THIS,
SINCERELY.

THIS MAN
IS SIMPLY
BEING
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) 3 SINCE YOU TWO
i ) WEREN'T HERE
¥ FROM THE START,
LIKE WE WERE
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TO INSIST

THAT THE

DICE ARE
opp

1S TRYING ¥

INSTEAD! /o

MAN

ISN'T THAT
RIGHT,
EVERYONE?!
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L TRIES TO
CONVINCE YOU
THAT THE BET
HE MADE WAS
ON EVEN!/

TAKE IT WITH
A GRAIN OF
SALT, IF YOU

T PEAGA e e '—'-
AT WTEE
FOPTLNE -

A

HE WOULD
i
TO WOR
HERER HIS WAY HE TENDS AKAB IS A
OUuT OF TO IBNORE BONA FIDE
A LOSS SOCIETAL SOCIAL
LIKE THIS! PULES...

OUTCAST

oo FHAT
AKAEGI'S BET 1~ HIS LIFE

WASN'T ODD ! (P weee 1O
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AT THIS RATE,

= _THE KLCATA 6P0LP
- THEY === | NEVEC BACK

=== CAN'T! 2 — DOWN FROM THEIR
- A CLAIM ABOUIT
WHAT THE BET WAS

TO TUPN THE
SAME AROUND
TO THEIR FAVOR

BY FOPCE... §

AKAS! ACTHALLY
WON THE 6AMEBLE...

AND THE KURPATA
EROUP IS BEING
UNJIUST!
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THIS HAS EOTTEN
TO A POINT
N . WHERE THEY _—
E - WILL NEVER =
)

BACK DOWN/ e
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WE'LL WORK THIS
IT OUT 8Y S OUR
OURSELVES, PROBLEM
50 YOou TO DEAL
DON'T NEED
TO STAY.

L o
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IF I LET THINGS
PLIN THEIR COLRSE
_ NOW, THEN THE
W, _ RESLLT WILL BE
_ 4” WHAT AKAS| CALLED,
wour A E== THE ESSENCE OF
WITHOUT ~ e oz - SAMBLING...
A DOUBT.. 27 b =
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T
1=}

2




P A " ISIAKASI, THEZ
CWW pvmaTeHABLES

7o AN\ GENILS, PEALLY
: =\ WY asour To piEF
ZHOUSE JE Y W\ A MEANINGLESSZ

1 W\ oeATH..P7 A

A ARSUMENTH - :
; Vo LIKE THIS, e # b . M
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< E ISIT |
LIKE, “POS- |
A PRICE= - SIELE I
LESS FOR |
JEM = HIM TO )
SINKING . SINK )
INTO THE S AWAY |
MU, JUST |
24 " LIKE |
THAT?/ §

T
+ bt - . - L
o - ety
.‘.'“.".g.\,!'l:%ﬁ???..:. i ,

.
gy
-.::ﬁ@-ﬁ::r.-

/cLVHL M7 LSH0 Hidv3
IHL 44O HSINVA 3H TIM




M 70 5~
= JLST NO=
. way/ 3|

|mﬁﬂ

5[5 |

i Pl

{ Myﬂ ._

J. Mll'm




N\ /4 THERE'S
STENY | /A NO WAY TO

p—— THEY WERE,
0 NOW!
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97 NO ONE

i CAN SAY

.- f ‘ & |F THEY
. b WERE

WHAT EVERYONE 3 _U_‘“ —N J EVEN OR

v
HERE WAS PLUTTING E }/ e 4 4 ODPD,
THEIR LIVES AND B & B NOW!!

PRIDE ON THE LINE —— ) 'S R .
i | A — R BYY Base

bis I o e y NG
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T.r"'ﬁ-": DAIGASHI: THE YAKUZA POSITION IN CHARSE OF A GAMBLING HOUSE, WORPKING FOR THE BOSS

,////l/ f,} CICECTLY.
DAI- ‘/ “
4
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.”Hﬂis |‘! 5
VANISHED o
OFF THE
FACE OF

THE

GASHIIC)) /
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¥ AG# 7 PLEASE
A CALM

SIR!

YASUOKA 1S
MY COMRADE
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THAT IS AND IF YOU
WHAT WILL L+ YOU TUEN TURN AGAINST Tﬁigngﬂiei‘:gT
HAPPEN AGAINST [[ OHel TAKESHI 8Y EXTENSION
F YOU THII-';N‘I.EEELE AGAINST AKAGI,
CONTINLIE ) WILL BE THE
AS YOU P8 [>4|> same THING
: AS TURNING
AGAINST

AS THAT
VERY SAME
OH&l OF THE
INADA &ROUP,
I STAND HERE
AND BOW MY
HEAD TO YOU!




THIS

WHAT

THE WAY S0 CAN BATTLE
A STUPID THINGS WERE ||  We NoT NOVMESE
THINE’ TO v BEFORE THIS ACT AS "
d MESS THOUEH
SAY!! STARTED?! IT NEVER

HAPPENED

|

|_ \ YOU ‘I"—f__
KNOW FULL <
YOU'RE weLL THAT C
&OING TO WE CAN'T €&
HAVE TO! DO THAT!!!

-
SO STOP "'é"'i‘ THE DIce’'s

WBUT POLL HAS T
TRYING T? AND BECALSE Of ||NO ONE CAN !h HHEEE}ECEZE‘ED ‘H
FORCE IT! THAT, NO ONE CAN || DEFINITIVELY b/ FE-T52S
> POSSIELY WIN  ||PROVE WHATALY  Aceve AL
THE BATTLE/ THE OUT- £ YOU LIKE

COME WAS!

.. WILL HAVE L0 - . d iR g8
[NO cHOIcE auT o .
B CONTINUING TO
TO MY SU- '

B CATTLE LOCKED | K.
RPN A PEPMANENT| KL
¥ STALEMATE.. |k

PERIORS!




.. THAT IN ITSELF R
WOLLD BE A THEY HEAR AND YOU
SEVERE SHAME OF HOW SEE, IF MY
TO THE KURATA BAOLY YOU SUPERIORS

6L0uP, IF HANDLED
NOTHING ELSE! THIS CON-

I'M SURE YOU
DON'T WANT
THAT!

FLICT..,
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NO
PROBLEMS
'&T ﬂLL'I

?' rh_“"‘: A L ]
B AR Ejﬁ :ﬁ g

THERE'S FROM JUST

NOTHING THAT WOLIND,

TO WORRY THAT WOLNO
DYING ANY

ABOUT,
How TIME SOON

__-.--_'——I-.__—‘

I

va Suess |1 i we HaoN'T sHown |
Tauent . |1 ue RIGHT WHEN WE oD, |
WHEN TO PUT HE RPEALLY WOULD HAVE

DIED IN THAT FILTHY |

ON THE
BRAKES, i)

THAT
SLIPE WAS
A CLOSE
CALL,
THOUGH.

=
ES




INSTEAD

IF IT'S
nsreso iy THAT you
OF LOOKING AKAG!, THE STARTING || MANIS e
OLD MAN Vil
8E TOTALLY T NOW IS beath. S
UNBEATABLE, o
AFTER ALL! o

FROM
COMING
IN A CLOSE
ENCOUNTER
WITH DEATH

. HE ACTUALLY
LOOKS DEATH
STRAIGHT IN
THE EYES,
WITHOUT
FLINCHING!

L
|||||||||||

COULDN'T IPREPLACABLE ﬁﬂmg
LET HIM DIE TALENT. SPECIAL.

LIKE THAT/

AND z(r

BE-
CAUSE
OF
THAT

ﬁQHMTquH“. Lt



WHAT
0O YOu
SAY WE
&IVE [T
A SHOT?

GETTING THE
WHOLE 500
MILLION RIGHT
BEFORE OUR

THAT
SO0 MILLION
YEN SHIELD
[S NOTHING

TO SNEEZE AT,

gUT IT MISHT
NOT B8E IM-
PASSABLE,
AFTER ALLS

THIS 500
MILLION
IN 1965
WOuLD
EQUATE R

|l TO ABOUT B

H S BILLION

TODAY,

THE
OLD MAN'S
MASSIVE
WALL OF
MONEY

PUT AKAGI
LIP AGAINST
THE OLD
MAN...

. ..AND HAVE -
" HIM FACE DEATH &
“ON THE MAHJONG::
. TABLE FOR 500 :
=* MILLION YEN/
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IT'S PEALLY
LUCKY THAT
WASN'T A
VERY
SERIOUS
4 INJURY YOU
- &0T, THERE.

YOU CAN
MOVE YOUR
HAND, NOW,
CAN'T YOU?

I HEARD
THAT NONE
OF YOuUe
NERVES
WEELE
SEVERED.




PROMISE ME
THAT YOU'LL NEVER
TRY TO THROW YOUR
LIFE AWAY SO
EASILY LIKE
THAT, AGAIN/

MAKE ME
A PROMISE,

S S S r

I THERE WAS |  THEY

| NO LONeEp E‘ﬁ’”‘é%ﬁugaﬁ_r? | WOLLD WIN IT DION'T MATTER

| ANYTHING THAT WS g L THE GAME, WHETHER THE OuT- |-
YOU COULD DO Il tHeouer COME OF THE DICE .

I 1O sTOP THEM. IT AND STARTED y] o 55ne e WERE 00D OR Aii:

I T WAS T vous ™ ! Neces- - EVEN..

ABSOLUTELY T
I SHOULDER... | I SaRY. S

DIS&RACEFUL

wBAND
INSANE.

YOU JusT

I CAN'T

] =~ PEASON

: ) WITH A
' &1 6ROUP OF
1V ‘A LUNATICS
, a3 LIKE THAT,

o 2\

g

i

EROUP OF

ALTHOUEGH, NO MATTER
T SUPPOSE ' SEEM TO WHAT YOU wgﬁfgﬁ.ﬁgﬂm
T CAN ME LIKE TRY TO DO, NOTHING TO
LUNDER- COMMON YOU WILL SET WHAT

STILL FAIL.

STAND

THEY




IN FACT,
THE WAaY
[T REALLY
PANS OUT
IS QUITE
THE OPPO~-

IF YOUe
HOUSE [S
BURNING TO
THE 6ROUND

HAVE TO
GET OUT

I GUESS THERE'S
JUST TIMES
WHEN YOU FEEL
LIKE PUNNING
BLINDLY FORWARD
WITHOUT ANY
SENSE OF WHERE

8uT THE
TEUTH
1S, THAT'S
NOT HOW
IT IS AT
ALL!

Ii-'}rﬂu

HAVE TO 6ET
AWAY FROM
ITS

wi THAT,

ON THE
SURFACE,
IT MIGHT
SEEM LIKE
RPUNNING

TN

I8 IF YOU DON'T |

IF¥l WANT TO 6ET i
BITTEN BY A

RABID DOG

)

THAT'S WHAT ANYONE
WOULD sAY! SO WHAT
SENSE |5 THERE IN
STUBBORNLY SITTING
IN THE HOUSE AS IT
BURNS AROLIND YOUP!

;
!5:
d_l




THE

E"tgfj% | THAT'S THE
SOLIOED KIND OF FEELING
THE ST OF i THAT T HAD BACK

MORE My goov |
SURE T

FELT THAT

I COULON'T

COMPRO-

ONCE I'D
&OTTEN TO
THAT
POINT...

Wi
i1 i \

.AND B8E
SATISFIED
WITH THAT.

DIE WITH | .
MY PRIDE |\

e
LT

T — =
i
IT WAS
IT'S EASY TO PERETTY STUPID I
SEE THAT MUCH TO JUST SIT sup-
NOW THAT LINMOVING AND POSE |
WE'RE QUIETLY FEEL THE HOLISE Wt "
PECOLLECTING 8LIPN DOWN S /
ON WHAT APOLIND ME pit
HAPPENED. AT T |
| 4 )
o |
Y
L & : =
&
W 1]
=
B g-‘:::-_ a5
glrﬁu' rﬁ-'lll
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THOSE
WERE JUST
EMPTY
WORDS.

AKAC
If

¥ OU NEVER
KNOW WHAT
WILL HAPPEN
AFTER THIS
LINTIL YOU
TRY AND
SEE,

FINE TO
JUST
LAY
DOWN

. THAT'S
AS FAR AS
I AGPEE WITH
WHAT YOU SAID,
YASUOKA-
SAN,

IT DOESN'T
MATTER
WHO THE

ONE TAKING

YOUR

FEEL LIKE
YOLUR
TIME OF

DEATH IS
ABOUT

TO cOME Jif

TO PASS i

THE
FACT
OF THE
MATTER

KEALLY THE
POINT OF
CONTINLING
TO &0 ON
ONCE YOU'VE
LOST YOUR
PRIDEP

ALL I'M SAYING
[S THAT, WHEN
THE TIME
COMES TO DIE;
IT'S FINE TO

LET &0 OF
RATIONALITY,
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BUT, IN
THE END,
YOU JUST

FIZZLE

OUT IN

THE AlR.

IF YOU KEEP
THINKING LIKE
THAT, THERE
WILL NEVER 8E
ANY HOPE
FOR YOU,

L Y

YOLU'RE LIKE A
CRAZY FIREWORK,
E0OING THIS WAY

AND THAT, SENDING
SPARKS STREAMING
ALL OVER THE SKY.

~ 3 T T T T 1 E§ .

YOU CAN GET
FURTHER IN LIFE
THAN YOU MISHT
THINK JUST 8Y
CONTINUING TO
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A THIRD-
RATE WAY

MORE OF
YOURSELF,
Akael!

YOU CAN
HAVE THE
WORLD AS
YOue
DOMAIN!

| ||l||'
|ﬂ Ll

YOU CAN
REALLY
CONQUER
THE

<0 LIFE

LED BY
NOTHING
BUT YOuR

GIVEN
TALENT/

THAT
WOULD 8E
YOUR
ENTIPE
LIFE...

WHY DON'T
YOU LUSE THAT
TALENT TO
BUILD MOREF

IF YOU USE
THAT TALENT
AS THE FOLIN-
DATION AND
BUILO ON
TOP OF IT..
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THAT'S
THEIR EVERYBODY'S IS
DEAREST ULTIMATE || LOOKINE EVERYONE
WISH, IF : ASPIRATION.,, TOPUSH & IN THIS

YOU WILL. % THEIR GREATEST THEMSELVES WORLD OF

HOPE. up HIGHER.

i |
|

- WHAT
THEY END
UP ACCOM-
PLISHING
STOPS

GENERAL,
THE FACT

YOU HAVE A
&LOW ABOUT
YOU THAT THEY
CAN NEVER HOPE
TO &AIN FOR
THEMSELVES.

WHEN IT COMES |

REMAINS

TO THAT, YOU |

PEALLY STAND
agove alL |
THE PEST. |
|

by

o,

THEY ARE
SHUT OFF
FROM EVER
FEACHING
A THEIR &0A4L.

.youre |}
GIVE ME SAYINEG THAT NO MATTER HOW
A FUCKING YOU'D e | MUCH THEY
QOEAK! OKAY WITH | STRUBSLE FOR IT,

| LESS DEATH

A MEANING- i

TO THAT

TeasH?! |

THEY CAN NEVER
OBTAIN THAT
LIEGHT THAT yYOUu
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COMPLETELY
IENORED
THE FACT
THAT YOU

MEANT
NOTHING
TO THEM/S

L\
il |1||I|||1||l|||||ri|ﬂh

BUT IN
FPEALITY,
THAT'S NOT
HOW [T IS
IN THE
LEAST!

IT'S JUST
THAT YOU
OPERATE
WITH
NOTHING
BUT THAT
TALENT!

THAT IS
PART OF
YOue

WHAT YOU

DID WAS NOT
ONLY STURID,
BUT EXTREMELY
ARROGANT/

DOESN'T
FIT YOUu
IN THE
LEAST/

ABSOLUTELY
FINE TO
CURSE THE
&rouP
UNDER YOUR
BREATH!
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YOU MAY i
HAVE FELT

Il
|;1|||1..4

YOu

|

J
Like you || i
MORONICALLY
WERE THAT |1 FOUGHT TO [
CALLOUS Sy

THE DEATH

sINce THEY | | roe voue
FIRST MET

YOU...

AND THE
eact o || ON A DiseLAY
THE MATTER OF BEING
EITHER CALM
OR ARROGANT
AS THE NEED

“?‘

: YOUTH, THOUEH
o l THEY CERTAINLY

WWAS
ACT AS
THOUEH YOUu
WERE EQUAL
TO THEM/

AREN'T JUST
PART OF BEING
AN INEXPERIENCED

HGH&HT 50...

St
—_—
[



W YOU'VE
MANAGED
TO WIN
EVERY
EAMELE
YOU'VE
TAKEN

PART IN.

YOU WERE
ONLY ABLE TO
WIN THAT WAY
BECAUSE YOUR

OPPONENTS
WERE SO WEAK/
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AND
| WITH JUST
THAT TALENT
ALONE...

!.h :H‘

%
E:
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EVEN THOLIEH YOU
BEAT DOWN
EVERYONE THAT
CAME YOUR WAY,
ONE AFTER
ANOTHER...

._ lll JJI*'_
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ANY KIND OF
MEANINEGLESS
DEATH WOULD

BE FINE 8Y YOU
[S WHAT YOU
SAY.. 8UT IF

IT WEREN'T FOR e
THOSE EASY
OPPONENTS,

YOU WOULDN'T

HAVE THAT
MINDSET/ - - |

<

ID
HAZARD

-

A GLESS R

THAT IS
wHY YOUu
HAVE &ROWN
SO BORED
WITH LIFEf

TO PUT IT ANOTHER
WAY, YOU WERE
ONLY PLAYING
AGAINST EASY
OPPONENTS TO
BEAT THIS WHOLE
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THAT YOU
FELT AS
THOUGH

YOU WERE

IN LUKEWARM

WATER.,

S Y. hEN g

SOMETHING ! / yOu WANT |
LEAVE A LIFE THAT . SOMETHING THAT (S,
YOU STLCK THAT L BUeN YOU 1 coes eevono LIKE BOILING : THAT EVERYTHING
e .. GIVE YOU THE | § WHAT NORMAL | WATER THAT W LP TO THIS POINT
BOTTOM OF SENSATION OF PEOPLE ARE NO2MAL HAS BEEN FAR
THE PAN/ miciaiod ABLE TO peoeLe J
I ACCOMPLISH! - CAN'T SO | TOO DPULL FOR
3 = MUCH AS ) you!
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u.]'.l.l.llfrT TO BENEATH THE

LAY DOWN SURFACE,
AND DIE. WHAT YOU

S A
WORTHY
OoPPO-

-

W g




I KNOW
SOMEONE
WHO CAN
THE THEILL
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THEPE APE
; THESE FPEAKISH
i3k # MURDERS THAT
MAN T WAS ' _ APE HAPPENING
OF THESE e " AND HAVE BEEN
EEF%HHE MURRERS POSTED ALL
| OVER THE
A PRESS AS OF




HE WILL
8E YOUR
OPPONENT/

THE CORPSE

IS A MAN MENTIONED -
CALLED i Treee Tat | | L 2N0.
SARATANA WAS FOLIND MORE
WHO T'M SUBE Was raUne
CEASON

MOLINTAINS

{7

THIS 1DONT
IS HIM., KNOW
ANYTHING
TO YOU,
BuT...
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| 1HE Fake HE'S THE ONE i
| Akael, wHO WHO TOOK ON

| wAS MY YOUR NAME anp |
| FORMER PRETENDED TO |
| PAPTNER. 8E YOU.., =
I

. MADE HIM
8ET IT IN MURDERER

A HI&H- WHO TOOK

STAKES HIS LIFE. .,
SAME OF
MAHJIONG.

RESLILT...
WAS THIS

!._"
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HIRAY AMA
WAS NOT

THE TYPE

OF MAN TO

i,
B

AS IT'M
SURE YOU
EATHERED

TAKE SUcH
HUGE RISKS
AS THIS.

FROM HIM




NOT JUST
HIRAY AMA

oo YOou
LUNDERSTAND
ME, akA&(?!

I'D IMAGINE

HE'S TAKEN

AT LEAST 5
OR & PEOPLE'S
LIVES SO FaR!

PUT A STOP TO

THIS MONSTER

YOU'RE ONCE AND FOR
THE ONLY ALL, Akasll!

ONE WHO
CANS

HE TAKES
THEM BY
FORCE AND
MAKES THEM
SAMBLE THEIR
LIVES AWAY
FOR HIS

AMUSEMENTS

yOu ARE |
AIMING TO

| Take cown B
| THIS man- (B

EATING
TIeER
WHO 1S
ON THE

LOOSE!

WHO KNOWS
HOW MANY
PEOPLE HE'S
ALRPEADY
JOYFLULLY
KILLED LIKE

Ll ____ %

THIS TIME
AROUND, IT'S
NOT JUST
A MATTER
OF MONEY!
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