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[FIT TURNED OUT ¢ I

THAT I WAS, IN | &3
FACT, GOIN&G FOR | E
THE SAN SHOKU | E
DOU KOU BEFORE

IN THE |,
SAME
VEIN, THE
7-MAN

THEY WERE

|
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| 3-MANID
DEALT ON THE

I TURN BEFORE, J
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NEAR THE

THERE WEPRE

ONLY TWO TILES |

THAT HE COULD
EVEN BFING
HIMSELF TO

CONSIDER
DEALING...

AROLIND
T calLep |
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AND
THE ONES :: FOR THE

SAME

“omny 1] REASON
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SO THERE
WAS NO
WAY HE
cOuLD

PLAY THAT

AMONE
ALL OF THE
4 TILES THAT
HE HAD IN HIS
HAND TO
CHOOSE
FROM...
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T | HE COULD
WOULD| NOT SEE ANY
IT  passil WAY THAT I
HAD WOLULD STILL
HAVE IT FOR
MY SINELE

THE REASONS

I JUST MEN- £l
PREDATOR
TIONED FOR
WHO LAYS
THE 8-PIN HIS TRAD
BEING SAFE T
THING
THAT HE
WAS
THIN-
KING AT g
THE TIME e

JUST

gy u- SEmnn
SING THE SRR
A-PIN AS S,
MY WAIT
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THE ROAD. ﬁ S

NO POINT
IN STICKING
AROLND

CAN
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et gE PART
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OF THE
TRAP, IN
THEM-
SELVES.

I THINK
IT WAS A
FINE CHOICE
FOR MY
SINGLE

WAIT..
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QUIT EVEN IF [T I 6ET HOW YOU =7 ousT
WAS AN EASY W KNEW THAT I,_HE ' HOLD ON
TILE TO GET HIM -PIN WAS WA FOR A

TODEALIN |} MORE LIKELY Ll MOMENT
THE END TO 8E DEALT i

IF HE
DION'T
HAVE IT TO
START WITH,
YOUR WAIT
WOLULD 8E
LUSELESS/

AM I WRONE? ge- ¥ THAT IS5, YOU MUST
CALSE IF YOU DION'T, YOUR WIN- ALSO HAVE B
]
THAT @-PIN WAIT YOLU NING T‘L-E; REEN SLUPE ,‘
HAD WOLLD NOT HAVE WAS IN HIS AT THE

30 IN ORDER

FopyouTOo [AE-
=l HaveBeeN L
HAND AT CERTAIN THAT [Eiee

S G
B8EEN AS CERTAIN TO THE END! s YOU WOLILD "Ei% -

WIN AS YOU SO
CLAIMED/




I DEMAND
AN EX—~
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I SENSEDC SOME-
THING FROM THE

9-PIN HE DISCARDED fii i

FROM INSIDE HIS
HAND.

e

URABE WAS
STILL ON THE
OFFENSIVE.

HE STILL
HAD THAT
KIND OF
MINDSET,

UP LUNTIL HE
DEALT THE
2-PIN ON THE
&TH TURN

I'M SURE
YOU CAN

FIGLRE IT THERE'S
OUT ALL NOTHING

KNEW THAT

gy Youe- A MucH,
SELF. Al kumicHou

I &0T THAT
o-PIN ON THE
7TH TURN OF

THE MATCH.

JUST
BEFORE

A SENSED




URABE'S HAND W8 2
PROBABLY LOOKED BRERESN

SOMETHING LIKE ==
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DIATELY AFTER ey | HE WAS
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YET,

F

i Bic'T JTHAT HE TAKING ONE
1 ORDER TO GIVE UP LOOK AT MY
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! TO PICK ‘{ o~ i THE
Fra |
I T SAW HIM DO APART HIS [y e fimes 1} 2-PIN,
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_ THAT II
IT WAS o TENDENCY 1 HEDIDIT |
ENE?&VED S  WASN'T SOME- LAND ausT i WHEN HE WAS|
DEEP INTO Eaas| THINS THAT HE AS OFTEN 1 UP AGAINST |
HIS SUig- [aE=  COLLD JUST AGAINST MINE, Ik oo 0 of  OSAMUS
CONSCIOUS, s~ WILL AWAY, e EICHIS... :

HE HAD

A FATAL NI THAT 2-PIN DURING HIS
TILE THAT e ; VERY LAST
|| LEFT OVER :
EDH.I' IC;. i ::.T CHOQSE A
T
1] DECISION - Ay

TAKE  j HE MADE

CARE ON THE AGAINST ME
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AND T DON'T
LIKE THIS
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.« THERE'S
NOTHING WE
CAN DO
FOR HIM...

I just gOt
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S | HeReE HE'S JUST
e SAYING
TRUE OR
NOT.. STUFF

OUT OF
DESPAR-

HE'S

NOT THE

TYPE OF
pepsoN | |0ESPAR-¥

WHO'D ATION?
SAY THAT

OuT OF

DESPAR-

ATION...
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:’DL[ wWiLL B NO MATTER

BRING ME Eii TR HOW MANY

DOWN TO Fi : TIMES YOU
YOLUR S o il SHOUT IT
o AT ME...




THAT \
YOURE || 15 THE

OVERLY LOW
PRIDE- LEVEL

STAY AS
&REEDLY AS
YOU ARE, AND
YOUR SENSES
WILL NEVER
BE SHARP,

o SINGLE MOST i

§ IMPORTANT YOU'RE JUST &
MOMENT OF ANOTHER
FUL, TO YOu YOUR LIFE, SLUCKER
A\ BOOT, HAVE YOU LET IT CONTROLLED £
sUNk /. A\ euN wiLo... || 8y His OwN §
' _ ereeD, M

THAT
HABIT OF K i
YOURS JUST IS
MAKES YOU FTIFT T
DENSE. ffers

CLCKING I CAN SMELL
TO KILL YOU, WHAT YOU'RE
SEE SONNOVVA PLANNING FROM

A MILE AWAY,

IF YOU BEAT ME, T'LL IF YOU'RE DON'T JUST
SHOULDER ALL OF YOUR BEING SiN- TALK ABOUT
DERT AND YOU CAN CERPE, WE THINGS SOME
WALK AWAY WITH SOME iﬁ"é}_ﬂ;g; TIME IN THE
MANGLED-LIP HANDS. PPty e FUTLIRE... STOP
ON THE NOW,
OTHER HAND,
IF T'M THE
ONE WHO
BEATS YOU...

"RIGHT
NOW"? &

T T DT o ms e e — v ILL HAVE
é DOESN'T YOU CHOP
THAT SEeM OFF EOTH OF
LIKE A PEA- YOUR HANDS,
SONABLE AND YOU'LL
DEAL FOR NEVER 8E
YOUu> ABLE TO PLAY
MAHJIONG

1 r Ilr ;ill' W
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THAT CUTS
STRAIGHT TO
THE HEART OF

WHAT GAM-

BLING PEALLY J

TO HAVE

4 MEAN-
INGLESS
DEATH,

WHOEVER
LOSES WILL
END LIP WITH

THEIR LIFE
RUINED FOR-

EVER.. A

FATE PERHAPS
EVEN WORSE

THAN DEATH. 47|

THAT'S
THE BEST
KIND OF
BATTLE,
DON'T YOU
AGREE?P

YOU DON'T
GAIN ANY-
THING, NO
MATTER HOW
IT TURNS

IT'S
JUST

LWHO MAKES L
BETS BASED
IN THE ON WHAT I
E"”‘T;,HLE HAVE TO
E u GAIN. T LEAVE
S%, . THAT TO
POSING G6UYS LIKE




AKAGI-
SAN..,

g

o

[SN'T
THAT RI&HT,

THAT'S
WHAT WE
CAMBLERS
CALL TRUE
PLEASURE

CLOSER
TO THE




I GUESS
IT'S KIND
OF LIKE HE
WAS PUT-

HOW

IF HE'D
DECIDED
TO ACCEPT
yOouR
OFFER TO
BATTLE
WITH HIM

THAT'S
FINE AND
ALL, BUT

IT NEVER

WOULD HAVE

COME TO
THAT.

TO EX-

FPLAIN
IT...

HE SAW
TOO MUCH
DANGER
IN MY
PROPOSAL
TO AC~-
CEPT.

IN THE END,
HE DIDN'T
WANT TO

TAKE UP ON

YOue
OFFER

IF HE DID,
wOuLD YOUu
FEALLY
HAVE BET
YOUR LIFE

I MEAN,
IT LOOKED
LIKE HE
WAS
GOING
T,

HE'S NOT
RESOURCEFLIL
ENOUEH TO
ACCEPT
SOMETHING
LIKE THAT




LIKE HE
S Ly ) WAS PUT-
e | TING ON
THREAT , e 41 Moty
Ly W N | : Or SOME-
FAKE, | INE <%

' ' HE
.. THAT /¥ .
DION'T
e By . EXACTLY

PUTTING ]
ON A KNOW
PERFOR-
MANCE,
HIMSELF,

HE WAS K& : , A N ] maTis
JUST TRYING RRE S ; 2 AR
TO FOOL
HIMSELF.

A
CHANCE TO SHOW WHAT HE
SET BACK AT THAT TO SAID WAS
ME, BLT HE HIM.

LET IT ALL
&0.

HE'S STILL AT

THE LEVEL HOW LOW
WHERE HE HAD OF A WHAT
TO TAKE THE !
LEVEL HE I'M
PROS AND ('
CONS OF THAT I FOLUND SETTING
AGKFEEMENT Hiﬂ;?ELF
|HTD .&C" . i

COLNT.
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B LI/ING

THAT MAN
WILL ALWAYS
PUT STAYING
ALIVE BEFORE

LIVING.

AND IN THE
SAME VEIN, HE
WILL NEVER
UNDERSTAND
WHAT A PEAL
BATTLE |5,
EITHER.

WILL
NEVER KNOW
WHAT ANGER
TRULY FEELS

P LUINTIL
THE DAY
THAT HE
DIES, THAT
MAN...
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il T'M HEPE,
AT TS

| MAHIONE

PABLOR.

— 4 - e SOMETHING
- = THAT'S
BEEN
PLNNING
THAT  THeOUEH MY
E_Eﬁ:ﬁ - MIND, EVER
SINCE...

A SPEECH /

= = OF HIS

YOU SEE, 7
BACK THEN,
AKAGI-

SAN SAI0
SOMETHING

IT WASN'T [ SR T
ADVICE  PREMS L ;-:;: LPABE WITH
SR oeg : SOME

R AIMED AR || BRaanns :
; a. el 18 WOogeos OF
TOWARPDS _ - | EReeERese 48 ADVICE...

BACK THEN.
ON THE
NIGHT
AFTER HIS
HUEGE
MAHIONE
BATTLE...
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IT WAS

EETTING
WHATEVERS
HAND COMES
YOUR way
AT THE

TIME...

Jl

, JUST
| STANDING THECE'S F th’LﬁTGHE

STILL, WiTH- VAl |SOMETHING jﬁ REST OF e

::Ju'r FIGHTING ABOUT IT p
Or PETREA- u.w;;;ﬂ E

TING... THEPE...

b,

—4
JUST FO-

CUSING ON PELAYING

SUEPVIVING A PESPONSE

FOE THE LINTIL LATER
MOMENT

WHEN IT
COMES
I TO

; THINGS
LIKE

AKAGI-SAN
IS UNIQLIE...
HE'S
TOTALLY
DIFFERPENT!

ONLY AlAS!- ERss

SAN CAN :
PEALLY LIVE
IN THE MO-

rrrrrr
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THE PLICEST
{ EXAMPLE OF
ANYONE
TERULY LIVING
IN THE
MOMENTS

ONLY HE
CAN TAKE
FULL CON-

TROL OF
ITE

OF THAT
MAN,

Ak A&l

THAT' &
THE
MOST
LUNLSLAL
STIPA-
TEEY ...

NS SOME-
THING THAT
PEOPLE LIKE
| ME cAN |
lf| NEVER DREA '
M OF MiMickiNe,

\

i
Al
|
— et
i —
- F;
— i 2a
i

R

NO MATTER
HOW MUCH T
WANT TO,
I'LL NEVER
&SET TO THAT
LEVEL.




i

ON OSAMU'S
11TH TURN...

..HE REACHES
TENPAI!

-
/, y L /2

e s o e o o

L IN THIS 8-S0LU CLOSED WAIT..,
TLoNEEQ ). | suT MORE
ey (MPORTANTLY,
IF T WANT ol
i I DON'T
e }JMHJJF

IF I DEAL THE 9-PIN, I'LL BE

0.

,4

TS THE
LAST
RPOLIND,
AND IT'M

ONLY 8000
POINTS IN
DIFFERENCE

BETWEEN HIM - | 7 N TAKE THAT | IF I MAKE
- - = WAIT AND |A CLOSED

&0 FOR THE
3-S0U
CLOSED
KAN?

¥
[ ] |
|I 1
|.; HIH
ey | |||| il
S

I i : |
y TR || I| I |I ||I HURIRRI

BUT ON THE OTHER HAND, DEALING THE
3-50U WILL &IVE ME A 1-8 SOUW WAIT..,




HE'LL HAVE SO IF HE

HE WAS
TWO TUENS

MaoEA M canveer o | HEENITIRILS FASTER THAN ME
COMEBACK WIN WITH At : TO HIT HIS PIICHI!
WIN, FOR THAT RICH] Y

I'D HAVE THE IF I PO 50
THAT, NOW
MOST OUTS
THEN THAT
L AT WITH THAT'S
TENCAI T 5
couLo make B
CIGHT NOW.

SINCE
THAT'S
HOW

I'vE 60T (%8
TO CHARGE (RN

AT HIM B
FOR IT,..

THERE' S
NO WAY

1 | <S50 | "M GONNA B
R E PUT IT OFF
..i '_.f._'_.- IF:EE ﬂN{-}"
I "‘ DR - R THER
| T 000 A, HONGA!
= ' |
| THAT ELY LOWES sOUZU LT EVEN Ej@ﬁﬁg,ﬁ; —
HAS AN EX- MIEHT NOT S0, SO I WANT R
POSED HON __ TO PLAY |~ SNDITIONS
| 75 THE 3-50U([= S m——
T8l TN RS TO WIN WITH™=

A\
T |
00D CHANCE EVEN
THAT WHAT T WORSE,
HE'S MADE

TWO




| Ii-".h- £ NGH"II TH.ﬂT
WHAT WILL B I'VE MADE
THE DEAD ' fid o

WALL D2AW
BE..” '




I'VE BLOCKED THEM OFF WITH MY
3-S0U KAN... AND MADE A RIICHI,
WITH AN 1-SOU SINELE WAIT/

MEANT TO ATTEMPT | - WAIT

ENSNARE AT A e couo
HIS OPPO- oNeak |- EE Sl

NENTS, 8UT ATTACK.

ML




& | A Mmeee
—— TWO TLRNS
LATES, THE
10 6ET == PLAYER
—_—
—

| HIS TRAP WAS
- F DISMANTLED
FT INONLY A [
- 4 COUPLE TURNS/ [ A1 | wi,

SEATED
ACROSS
FROM HIM

< ERENLNSIR,

e
il
- UTE

o N W N N S — S —

BUT THAT WAIT
DEFINITELY WASN'T
THAT A BAD IDEA..,

o
&
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1

L
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.
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HOW e00D]O

NO MATTER _ ey

WASE,
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T CAN'T s4Y
I'M EXACTLY

Wl O
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THE OTHER |
TWO 1-80US
weee peogAg- |
Ly Aleeapy |
USED UP IN
HIS HAND FOP
HIS PAIC OF
SOMETHING
LIKE THAT...

SOME KIND OF
SHAPE WHERE
THOSE TWO
1-SOU TILES
WOLILD NEVER |
LEAVE HIS
HAND...

THERPE WAS
AN 1-SOU IN
THE DISCARPDS
OF THE PLAYER
TO MY PISHT

P |
e |
—?!!.Tr.li'!u’_

YOU REALLY
BLEW YOUR
COVER WITH THAT
KAN YOU MADE

EUESS OF THE 7-50U

YOU LET
YOUR MIND
OFFA THE
EAME FOR
A MINUTE,

YOU'RE A I'VE BEEN
PRETTY 8AD WATCHIN'
PLAYER, YOU..,

AINT'CHA?P




WHADDAY A :
SAY YOU S0

DOES

THAT,

TELL ME
THAT a08s || somemH e
YOU WANT

AKAGI Blity e FROM ME2' || ARE YOu

OH, I JUST
HEARD THIS
LI'L RUMOR
THAT'S BEEN
GOIN" AROLIND,

Plamnnns

A e
U A - T R

PLIMOR HAS IT
EET ME YOUR 8UDDY

INTRODUCE ME NISAN A LITTLE BEAT UP ONE OF

TO YOUR BOSS,

BIT IN- FUJISAWA'S cROUP
TERESTED. E BLACK ‘N’ gLUE.

THAT'S
WHAT I'VE
BEEN
HEARIN',

SAYING?!

YOU KNOW
ABOUT

ON THIS,




WHY THE
HECK
WOULD T
WANT TO
DO THAT?!

WHO
THE HECK
ARE YOU,
ANYWAY P!

I'M ONE
OF THE
BEST
MAHJONG
PLAYERS
AROUND, f

MAHIONE K

(=
[k
I.-r

WHAT WH-

ARE YOU,
STUPID

LA RN ]

BEFORE
WE EVEN
&ET TO
THAT...

A

ASK ANYONE
AROLIND THESE
PARTS, AND
THEY'LL KNOW
THAT NAME

." e\ &) ".:I'. 5
wRVAFAVRE

LEMME MEET
THIS AKAEI
FRIEND OF

YOURS,

o

AT LEAST
TELL YOUR
NAME TO
SOMEONE
BEFORE YOU

7







| Cs

TO PO

f T MAKE
MY LIVING

| winnn

| MAHJONG L o

I [

|  BEATIN'
| PEOPLE

WHO'VE 60T
: MONEY TO
i

BUEN,

WHAT DOES
THAT HAVE

WITH ANY -
THING...”

BASICALLY,
I PALAY
MAHJIONG
WITH WHO-
EVER'S
HERPE AT
THE TIME

gUTI
SAY IT'S
MY
CALLING
IN LIFE.

WHAT'S
THIS ABOUT
MAHIONG
ALL OF A
SLIDDEN? A

I DON'T THINK
WE NEED TO
&0 INTO DEPTH
ABOUT THAT
OR NOTHIN"...

SOME PEOPLE
MISHT CALL IT
A HOBBY'A

MINE...




YOU WERE ASKING
IF YOU COULD MEET
LIP WITH AKAGI-SAN
.« WHAT 000D
WOLULD THAT 87

THERE'D
BE A LOT
OF 600D

BEIN" DONE,

ANSAN..,

SO MUCH
THAT I'VE
ALREADY
MADE UP
MY MIND
ABOUT IT.

T/N: "TANSAN® IS A VERY FAMILIAR WAY OF SAYING "ANATA”, O "YOu" IN
THE KANSAI DIALECT. IT HAS A SIMILAR EFFECT TO "8LDODY" OR "PAL”.
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I- : - -._ . 5| _-E:: gk I"HFE ( :-I:II'I
m 60T TO Y /

S /Y cHALLENeE
B0 N s HIM TO A 4
i . '''' . e MAHJIONG “
oo S 1 gATTLE! N

-- e el e LIng : : - 1}
g IO e o AR & .
e e R 11T : ‘--‘ lil

HE'S USIN' SOME

J _ KINDA SLEIGHT IF THE

LIKE IT'D BE J OF HAND TRICK RUMORS ARE
REAL FLIN THAT NOBODY TRUE ABOUT
TO PLAY , NOTICES, AND | THIS AKAG
AGAINST. MAKIN' IT LOOK | SHMUCK...

LIKE A REALLY il

FLASHY GAME ‘ g -

O’ MAHJIONE A co — :

Ll
i % - 5
1 ST .9 e
-@..E:’J‘ 2 e .ET:-
i il
g | - e i

THE Uy = )
PEQPLE'RE I'D BET
MAKIN' A MY RIGHT
HUGE FLUSS ARM ON
OVER IS
REALLY JUST
A CHEATER!

I'VE 6OT
IM ALL
FIGURED
Our,




T'LL BEAT
‘IM IN THE
END, FOR |
SURE!

I CAN'T
YOU WANT ) geijeve HAVE NO

[ | T&:gﬁﬁ WH.ﬂ-T I‘M 1DEJ‘-'5- HGW
s 5 HEARING FAR OFF
AN...; YOU APE

|'_'jiiﬂ}‘:'.‘.':

TR ] s
18

HE'S NOT IT'S JUST... AND AS
GOINEG TO WHAT T SAW HIM I&GLUESS T FOR SAYING
8E THE EASY (& | 00 WENT WAY NEVER REALLY THAT AKAGI'S
TARPGET ' BEYOND JUST DO FIND OUT JUST CHEATING
YOU'RPE : J CHEATING O IF HE WAS TO &ET THOSE
MAKING ' CHEATING OF _— PESULTS...
HIM OUT dli- 25 NOT, 8UT... : ;




C— NOT

YOu
WITH THAT WON'T 88

ATTITUDE,

YOU DON'T f:ﬁg ’ E-i ﬁi}l;gl 1:55
GET IT AT ALL ) iy

v R L

''''''

YOU CAN NEVER "Eﬂ,ﬁﬁ f#f:
SAY HOW IT'LL ~ ,
&0 BEFORE YOU o N CAUSE YOU'RE
; MATTER b e ON 600D TERMS
SN OF SEEh. WITH THE euY...
CHANCE, froioiniios YOU'RE BIASED,

AGCTISERE IN OTHER WORDS.

BUT HOW
ANS AN, YOUR WHOLE B WOULD A :
BASIS FOR SAYIN' & HLH PLAYED YOU'RE
THAT HE AND I WOULD —\ Y AS BAD Tﬁbﬁ;rg’;éﬁﬂ
NEVER MAKE A cO0D
AS YOU
MATCH WAS JUST HAVE A SOME KINDA
A COMPARISON cLUE UNEBEATABLE
BETWEEN LS IN TERMS PLAYER...
ABOUT

IF YOU DON'T
KNOW HOW <

TO PLAY WELL,
YOLIRSELF,
YOU CAN'T
EXACTLY BE
THE JUOGE
OF WHO'LL

WIN.

n-..__..,--"'




LEMME

i\ :
p— = SHOW YOU
' ‘ : SOMETHIN',

liala ale e
N e LT

THAT 3-S0U

T'LL USE THAT KAN YOU MADE
LAST GAME IS A PERFECT
YOU PLAYED EXAMPLE OF

WHAT I JUST

W TO
SHOW HOW
LITTE YOU
PEALLY
KNOW.

YOU'LL FIND
OUT EVEN-

¢7 auUT THE PROBLEM \ :
f THAT GND-PLACE =| WAS THAT THE &lUY } -?H?N;ggglfpfg Eﬂ
| IFHE EUY WAS THE |1 IN SECOND WAS TALKIN' ‘ROUT
| MADE A FIRST ONE AT (F| CATCHIN' UP TO YOU... YOU WERE ANSAN 1T
| WIN, HE'D THE TABLE TO " HE ONLY HAD BOO IN THE WAS THE
| TAKE THE GET HIS RUCHT [} POINTS TO 60 FOR LEAD, LAST DOLUND
| FOR SURE. /e g A "||-|'!:. l| If'|:.i--
e [IRIENEIETEN S
----- il | = ‘\
e ;|| il e ] d
AN |'|| t . T!."i |
v ! e Pl '
THEN, A | — o
ON YOue e —— g

1TH TURN
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YOU WENT
INTO TENPAI
WITH THIS
KINDA SHAPE.

‘ff’ el

&OIN' ON :
FROM :
THERE
Pl
f
AND ONCE .
YOU MADE YOoue\d 5
DEAD WALL ORAW | I J "
youeave T a (1}
RIICHI, PLAYIN' THE { L~
TILE YOU JUST /4 f
DREW.., ¢
17
1
J -

O — — ——l———l_l-ll-..‘r-———-——— O — — -
50 THE THE &UY TO ll YOU WERE WHEN YOU
-S0U COULD voue pleuT ap 11 PROLLY THINKIN' MADE THAT §
LIKELY HAVE 8EEN cALLIN' Lie |l OF SOME waY 3-50U |
BEEN HIS HON ITSU TILES 1) IT COULD GET B KAN... ;

WINNIN' TILE THE WHOLE TIME il PLAYED FOR YOU f5
I

il tHaTs A %

PEALLY
|  wNaiwve
ML WAY TO
-1, THINK

LB BN ™

YOU LOST

THE 6UY IN 8UT YOUR
SL*LE’EEED : SECOND PLACE | SO-CALLED
= MANAGED TO ¢ TRAP ENDED

HE MapE  YQU HAD GET THE TLE | NOT TOO
A COME- FORE HE NEEDEO TO LONG AFTER

compLeTe His |
PlUCHI WITH A

BACK, THEN...

THAT...




THERE WERE W
DEFINITELY  fob COULON'T
THINGS YOU | HAVE
COULDA DONE F| - DONE
TO HOLO ON K : IT JUST ANy
TO YOUR [ WASN'T  gerTeQ

LEI&D Juﬁlﬂr [ r F: o ME&HT
THEN., - LAR AN _ FOR ME TO

WIN RIGHT

‘EM... YOU HAD/!

SHOULD A

TOSSED

ONE OF
.-E M

you o
SHOULDN'T STARTIN' |
HAVE MADE WITH THOSE
A KAN WITH 3-sou you |

t
|

\_—--

AND YOU

SHOULDA
RICHI'D WITH
THIS SHAPE! J

| D, | |
Hﬁﬂﬁgﬁ %) 0|

.

P _
a5 vano. N\ T o)

A1 AND 3 50U
ITSU HAND, A ot
JUST LIKE YOU 2-SIDED WAIT/ :
THOUGHT, 1\ _ /

R <54 YA HAD ALL'A
WAYS HE [ . FOLIRTH ONE L8 THE 3-S0U

| ;
couLoa & | WASSTILL . TLES IN
NEEDED  / | APEALLY P YOLIR HAND
THAT ¥ - ! I TRICKY TILE
l
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..THE 1-S50U

OVERFLOWED
DEPENDIN' ON
WHICH OF THOSE
SHAPES HIS HAND
WAS INS

THE PLAYEFR
TO YOUR
RIEGHT
WOULDA
CALLED CHI

Or 2-S0U WOULDA

8UT THE

|| ||;| ||| I:l. s |||11| ||.1'r1||| Bl

TN I| |! I
e l;l a'
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THING IS, IF

HE'D MADE

A CHI WITH
YOue 3-s0U

HIM
HAVIN'
SOUZU IN

1S WAIT

LAND
THIS'S
ANOTHER

WAS
REALLY
LIKELY.

ONE.

MADE YOUR
RlICHI 8Y
PLAYIN' THAT
3-S0OU...

AND THEN,
HE'D A
PLAYED

ﬂ

YOU
WOULDA
STAYED
IN FIRST

HIS 1-S0U

RIGHT
AFTER!

ASSUMIN' YOU |

— —

h—.___—__

b )
- i As A mMATTER |
! Y “winooo |
|| REHAO | HAve OnE I
e 055, orThose |
| AND ONE |

o
e
g
%

.?_- .

A
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« WOULDA
COMPLETED
YOUR HAND
RIeHT THEN
AND THERE/



THAT'S 50
OBVIOUSLY

TRA\NRYS
A Y

N5 T
N

S S .

PON ONIT
AND WON

«HAD
SOMETHIN'
LIKE A 50~

50 SHOT
AT BEIN'
HIS WINNIN'

TILE...

S

suT

HINDSIGHT "é":,l

HE WOULD
HAVE CALLED

EIVE
ME A

THE HAND! f &

WHAT WITH
HIM CALLIN'
LI & STORM
OVER THERE,
THAT 3-SOU

BREAK/ I

WHAT
ARE YOU
SAYING?!

WHOQO'S THE
BIASED ONE

— _--‘- —————— —H
FHe 8UT HE COULD |
uao tHat M HAvE dap ) CLEARLY HE COULD'VE
NHiS | it HAD 1-1-2 SOU OR
Hano, | ALONE oust | -3-3 SOU IN HIS
THEN IF I seeraier | HAND [F YOU THINK

ABOUT IT...

COULDA
HAPPENED,

T T

V EVEN WORSE \
o [
THERE WAS HE'D ALREADY
A HUGE RISK CALLED TWO
TILE WITH =
THAT DIS- ‘
CARD! e
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WHETHER

. WOULON'T
PEALLY MATTER OR NOT HE

IN THE GRAND ENDEO L

, | scHEmME OF ) @[] N ON

THINGS.

f f ----- l

|

7’0 g€ 2900 |, BVEN IF
YOL'DA WELL,
pg;rglfé EEEHE? | HIS HAND OBALT IN | JUST THINK

LTHAT'S w GoLR RICHL 11 waS crEap, o Ml AL

NOT A LOT 1 AND HE WAS s el
IT 3200, 8UT |

OF POINTS 2300. 8UT |} THe DEALER. : b d

TO MAKE

ue... YOU

GET ME,




Ir_
¥/ since you ||
£y WERE ONLY || LYou'o
THAT Wl IN THE LEAD | ONLY8E A
2100-POINT @l 8Y 800 TOTAL OF
DIFFERENCE ¥ POINTS TO || 9100 POINTS
FROM g\ BEGIN WITH || AWAY FROM
FIRST... g ' FIRST.
% |

i I
FROM HIS |

-

#’

.

L

: AND SINCE
"' THE 6UY WHO
WAS IN SECOND
BEFORE THAT
WOLLDA LOST

1000 POINTS

RIICHI, TOO

WOLULD-
N'T'VE BEEN
A HUGE
SETBACK,

r ]

HE'D I

| oaviousLy Stk oo |

| WOLLDA DEALT |
EXTEND THE INTO THE

| came FOP DEALER'S HAND :

| ONE MORE by :

FOR THE ROUND |

................

| g
ALL yOouDo ||
NEED TO DO IN THAT
JSE% WOULD BE I NEXT
TO GET HAND
HAVE youp Hano ||
MADE To 000 |l
G‘Eﬁl—f é POINTS O |1
= BETTEL...
BACK, 4

L ,f.f

\

YOU'D ONLY
HAVETA &IVE LUP
THAT 3900
TEMPORARILY,

YOU'D &ET

A WHOLE
'WNOTHER
HONBA TO
MAKE [T

'I

AND WITH |
THE 100- | sTILL g&
POINT HON2A)| save-
sTick ON | asLe, NO
TOP'A ALL §| opousT

i

1

I

N

T

e
4
—

YOU'D BE
SIVEN A4
CHANCE TO
CLIME BACK
UP IN THE
FINAL




WHAT I'M

; M'F\ =
\ ———— vOou
N MOBE THAN THAT, THE S\

SAYIN' IS
Qj PEAL PROBLEM YOU HAD EASILY THAT DEALIN
= IN THAT LAST ROUND WAS || S0l IN WOULDON'T
THE RIICHI THAT THE LY S AME QE THE END
& i ACROSS FROM YOU B AL OF IT ALL
e - HALE: AROLIND.
o
i
4~ you -~ 'T
= SHOULDA ‘ AV oy
Hb4+4 seen MOeE . ; -~
— CONCERNED : Jl
+ -f}*' ABOUT THAT Ri-LTTS 4
= RICHI, )
.?.-.p HT L

-F_-_- .
I \ ;
eveN (Fyoy fI STOPPIN' finnoiooois I
OEALT INTO THAT [I TM FROM  T7—%— SHUT IT ¢
cHesP OEALER JI  WINNIN DOWN AT |
HAND OF 'Is [l CAME FIRST, }-- ANY COST
’ 5‘3..' e :

B

':._—._;‘.'-__l.l‘".":
e 1 ' 4 f@?z;ﬁ:‘:t;f ::: i
ARNE e T a R

SO IN THE

EVEN IF L AND
eno, YOUDVE | 1| vou can't AFTER DEAL INTO
IF IT &AVE WANTED TO &ET ON IF IT'S BASE- THAT, IF THAT HAND,
THE DEALER A |  pLAY THAT gASE, YOU | _ BALL WE'RE YOU KEPT AND YOU'D
WIN, THAT'D ~ CAN AT TALKIN' AgOUT, || voup wite A SHUT DOWN
BE FINE, TOO, / LEAST HELe | IT'S KINDA LIKE AGOLT THE RISK
A A Team- A SACRIFICIAL vOLU OF THAT
MATE RIICHI...
ADVANCE.
-_bqﬁn_ -
/ / ) "
.--\.'I|I l.) m . !i st ?"
i ¥
] | t
EVEN THOLGH '
A 1-2 S0UZU
WAIT SEEMED VOL'D e
LIKELY AFTER HE NOT BAD HAVE ANO-
CALLED SO MUCH, AT ALL, THER CHANCE
= IT WOLLON'T YEAHP TO TUEN IT i
I\ HAVE MATTERED AACK AROUND LT
L\ MucH IN THE g A o R R TO YOUR s [
i END. . T n FAVOR IN
| !'|, kil 3 HE et THE NEXT i
i Il ROUND! Mn
(M st |
M RN et -
M I : E
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IT'S Hi~- HE MADE HE JUST
' miiaTing TO it seem Lice RICPED THAT
| HAVE MY FLAWS || T was, LicE, MAHIONE
exposep LIKE | asLeee O EAME T
THIS... BUT I'VE | sOMETHING PLAYED TO
0T TO AOMIT, | wriLe T was SHPEDS..,

'ﬁ!&t

HE HAS A POINT

IT'S A BIT
SURPRISING
TO ME, 8UT

«L CAN TAKE A
GUESS AT JUST
HOW &00D0 THIS

AKAS| eUY IS THA
YOU'RPE TALKIN'

50 PROUDLY

'BOUT,

THAT'S /
NOT 7
TRUE! ?

T

7y
AT

(140
NS

AND THAT I'D
BEAT 'IM UP
PRETTY BAD
IF WE PLAYED
A MATCH
TOGETHER,

LOOKS
LIKE T'VE
MADE MY

POINT.

IT WAS OBVIOUS
TO ME AS I WAS
WATCHIN' YOU, 8UT
YOU DION'T EVEN
HAVE THAT IDEA
CROSS YOUR
MIND, ANSAN.

IT'S CLEAR
THAT HE AIN'T
THE MAHJONG
MASTER THAT

EVERYONE'S

TALKING HIM

P TO 8E.




LEMME
MEET THIS
AKAS
&uY.

IF YOU'LL
SO

WHADD A
YA SAY,

TO THE elY
NICE AND
QUIETLY, T'LL
MAKE IT WELL
WORTH YOUR
WHILE,

L
1T

IT DOESN'T
MATTER
HOW MLICH
YOU &IVE

INTRODUCE ME

NOW,
NOW,
DON'T

GET ALL
WORKED

E2iEz s
_——

23

hilh i\t';:j!

AIN'T A
BETTER WAY
ON THE PLANET
TO &ET PEOPLE
TO DO WHAT
YOU WANT THAN
TO GREASE
THEIR PALMS,

B AM T RIGHT?

o
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iE.
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HOW CAN YOU
" MAKE SUCH HUSE
ASSUMPTIONS

ABOUT HIM
WITHOUT EVEN
MEETING HIMP!

IT'S A
TP, O'
COURSE!

" R

FEHRS

)

i 2 : ]
]

]

[

|

T'M
COUNTING
ON YOU,
MANS

WHAT THE
HELL IS
THIS?/
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oN THAT || LEONT
HAVE ANY
— : NIGHT A Sk
HAVEN'T WEEK ASO || wreee
SELN HIM WENT OLIR
SHNES: SEPERATE

FIRST OF
ALL, I ODON'T
KNOW ANY
MORE THAN

I DON'T EVEN
KNOW IF HE'S IN
THIS TOWN
ANYMORE...

WHAT A
FUCKIN'

LUSELESS UP WITH
MORON,., S THAT...
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AKASI
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T HHEHE

I 6UESS
I'M OUTTA

THAT'S HOW
IT'S €e0TTA
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BoNES YOU \ twas VI wreeE
HERE, HUH? || JUST SEEN “rozer VN Have You

ﬁEG’UHﬂu. Tt A LITTLE / ! BEEN; -&L—L
HERE AND woeelee/! W THIS TIME?

illI :I :Il' I

I JUST CAUGHT
SOME HEARSAY

I'Ve 60T BV AH & THAT YOU'VE
A SPECIAL | | BEEN HANGING
2 AROLIND HERE

A A LOT, LATE
-—

SINCE YOU
- YOU HELPED OUT
GET A KAWADA-
LITTLE KUMICHOU,
CUuT OF TOO, THAT
THE NIGHT A
PROFIT. /\ week AcO




THIS
ENVELOPE IS
STUFFED...
WHAT 5 [T,
| MILLION...?!

M

A Ir..'ll'.'*.

; ﬁﬁ54ﬁ

e o a4

B
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43

EQUATES TO
ABOUT 10 MILLION
YEN TODAY, AT
THE APPROXIMATE
RATE OF 10:1.

WITH ,

THE ceappy | ] YOukNOw, IF WHOA, THIS

WAGES WE WERE| Z | I WERE YOU, I'D ;Eﬂ*f j 5. A LOT

BETTING AT THAT i 8 INVEST THAT T8 YOLIPS OF MONEY
PART-TIME JOB fill % \ ]  MONEY IN THE ol

L\ STOCK MARKET

OR SOMETHING

LIKE THAT...

WON'T LAST

FOREVER,

WH... WHAT
O YOu
MEAN, "SEE
YAr..2f
WHERE ARE
YOou %DIHE-

t




> NO: T WHO'S

THIS 6UY?
A FRIEND
OF YOLIRS

I'M

IF KAWADA OR GETTING
ISHIKAWA COME 8Y L AFTER OUT OF
LOOKING FOR ME, THAT, T THIS TOWN,

YOU CAN TELL THEM DON'T

FOR SUPE

I SAID THAT. KNOW,

HEH- |_
HEH- 1
HEH




¥ e,
AND IF T'D ;
WAITED A — / HE'S
MOMENT FINALLY, MET HIM g#ﬁfpﬁ&%
OLIOAE f_;’g ‘“:EE; ALTTLE [ < Vs N e _
FLGE*:; THE TO FACE BT e O 1 _
CcOOP!

!

THERE'S NO
WAY T'M
LETTIN® THIS
CHANCE SLIP

T'LL HUNT
YOU DOWN
WHEREVER

YOU &0/




FTRTRR R | YOu
7 I MAY HAVE
Z0 1 0 W WAITED
7 gy, ALONE
LA TIME FOR

f j‘} IT, 8UT

IT'S REALLY
TOO BAD,

TLL
BET ONE
O’ MY
ARPMS ON
THE MATCH.

/

AT THE MOMENT, 1 o fed
I DON'T REALLY )

FEEL LIKE PLAYING
A WHOLE GAME

OF MAHJONG, _,{
F TN YOU KNOW? N A
/ .I'.tlr"' I | et |I ;
] fa! Ty i ,15"' J' e e ol
; { ;
e ] r
; q
’; Ta T [v-‘ ;'; 3 ;
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THAT MISGHT _ 5 .
MAKE ME /f
WANT TO /
PLAY, f
¥,

SOLNDS
LIKE IT
AUGHTA

W\

HEY, WHY
DON'T YOU
BET THAT
ARM YOU'RE
GRABEBING
ME WITH,
HMM?







THAT... DLUpEe!

SOMETHING Like

MAN!!

WHAT OO
YOU THINK
YOU'RE
SAYING,
MAN?!

«BUT YOU'VE
&OTTA KNOW
THAT THERE'S
NO TURNIN'
BACK AFTER
THIS.

YA
eOTTA
FOLLOW
THROUGH,
GET MEP

IT'D BECOME
TROUBLESOME
TO 6ET ACCOM-~
PLISHED AFTER
THE FACT...

wWOoeD
WILL
SPREAD
ABOUT IT

PRETTY
@UICK,

Y IooNT V¥

HAVE A

AL-  ooogLEM
THG”E"H WITH IT

DOMN'T

L WORREY,

IT'S ALL
RISHT

SINCE
THIS'S A
HUGE BET

WE'RE
MAKINT,
HEPFE...
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- KFEALLY .
gﬂﬂ; |4 TOO 8AD THE PUMOR KNOWS WHAT | il
: FOR ":l"'[ju, DGEﬁN’T PEALLY HAPPENED TO i

THE FAKE AkAG]
AND THAT URABE
&uY...

BUT... leo verY IN-DEPTH
ABOUT THAT,
ANSAN,

WORK WHEN A 22, Vi e
I'VE EOTCHA b bk
ALL FIGURED e ]
ouT! " - [+ |I Eile e
T ! - L 1

| m |
THERE ' IT'S AN
AIN'T A FIRST OF ALL, YE{;JLE{%I:FT EMPTY
MAHJONGH EVEN IF YOU HOOLEH THOEAT
PARLOR || WANTED TO |1 /1114 THESE MAN!
ARPOLUND \| HAVE A DEATH- E:MPT’;”
THaT'D |\ MATCH OF THAT|| EEEL:I'GEGY{gu | -
ALLOW =
SUCH A

THING!
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" THAT'S
S0, JUST A
ANYWAY , FACT OF
‘ = & ——— R ——— J ; HOW
- THINGS
i \¢. ,.
¥ Hap I e
%, - ; TO cuTt
IN THE , JL STRAIGHT
END, ALL TO THE
WE CAN CHASE
DO NOW ~ il
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WAGAINST IF THAT'S Wi THAT
op ALL'A MINE! HOW IT I3, BEAML MUCH 15
ELSE A WINNER- YOU'RE SURE e s DECIDED,
TAKES—ALL TO HAVE A ALREADY!

EAMBLE! LOT MORE
ON YA!

WLE0OT A
PRETTY EBI&
SUM O
CASH FROM




IT'LL ' A e
8E TWO

AGAINST
ONE! YOU'VE
RIGHT

&O0T THE I
ODDS! HERE, IN

FRONT'A
EVERY -
ONE?

WOLLDUA Ty
Lke 1T s

BETTER IF Pl
WE FOLIGHT [isiaies
WITH OLIp EEstsis

INSTEAD? SR
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ME DO THATY
I'MNO 600D
AT FIGHTING!!
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YOU LET ME
DIDN'T LOSE WHAT'S HAVE THE
IT ALL, AL- ¢/ THE , MONEY I
READY, MATTER? I eAvE YOU
oI YOU?P J ' X {™e 5 REFORE,

I DON'T
MIND
GIVING IT
BACK TO
YOU AT

DON'T YOU
HAVE MONEY
NOPE. OF YOUR OWN
FROM THE
= OTHER NIGHT,
ks
o, AKAGI-SANT

8UT...8UT I
Wy THOUGHT YOU
A

HAD A LOT
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I THREW
[T ALL
OUT
PLAYING
GAMES
OVER A
FEW
DAYS...

KAWADA-
KLUMICHOLU
&IVE YOU THE
MONEY AFTER
THAT MATCH
LAST WEEK?!

EVEN IF IT'S & OR
4 MILLION YEN OVER PACEL
A FEW DAYS, IT'S 57
STILL JUST PAPER?!

.....................

! B = Lol e - TR T i

.................
-----

AND MOREOVER, L DION'T
WHAT KIND OF EVEN KNOW (7
EAMES WERE HE HE COULD W
PLAYING TO LOSE | LOSE MONEY
THAT KIND OF CAMEINE
MONEY SO
FAST?!
~ o




BETTING

EVERYTHING

I HAVE AT
ONCE...

«AND

1 LET'S FINISH

IT IN ONE
HANCHAN
SESSION,

WANT TO BE

SORPED WITH

THIS GAME,
HERE...

PROBLEM
WITH THAT?




QUITE A
LOT OF
MONEY,
YOU'VE
&OT HERE.

W WINNIN TIME _ THESE LAST
AND TIME AGAIN 1 VE FEW DAYS,
TO GET ALL THE BEEN TO PREPARE

MONEY THAT I PLISHIN Milc, FOR MY MATCH

POSSIBLY COLLD, S Y WITH YOU,

M ¥eiw

N A
BT
2

IT WON'T RIGHT NOW, I'M
WORK IF I SONNA HAVETA &0
HAVE TO PAY : p INTO THE &AME
ANY MORE WITH JUST 300
THAN THIS. - ERAND TO MY

EVEN S0,
IT LOOKS
LIKE YOU'VE
&OT WAY
MORE THAN
I COULDVE
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IT'S NOT
ABOUT HOW
MUCH MONEY
WE'RE EACH
PUTTING
DOWN FOR
THE GAME

SO I
GLESS NOW
FIND A TABLE
WITH TWO
SEATS OPEN

BOTH BET-
TING EVERY-
THING WE
HAVE TO

GOT THE

T <=
o THAT'S
- FINE...
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FIND ANOTHER PLACE
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BET...
IT'S A 8IT

BUT THISLL
AT EASE,
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I'D'VE EXPECTED
T BRE AT LEAST A
ﬁi LITTLE RESISTANCE

S0 EVEN
THOUSH

IT'S NOT
A HUGE

SUSPI-

WERE BEIN'
A 8IT TOO
GENEROUS
FOR YOUR

OWN 000D,
BACK THERE

FROM YOU WITH
THE LINBALANCED

UNORTHODOK iy
TO SUSPECT,

E}[ ol ;
PUT MY MIND

I'VE e0T A
LITTLE HUNCH
ABOUT
SOMETHIN'

AT THE END OF
THE DAY, I'M
STILL A MAHJIONG
PRO, NO MATTER
WHERE T AM..,

WHAT'S AN
THAT ! PUT

SUPPOSED § YouR
TO MEAN?! T MIND AT
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AND YOU I'VE 8EEN LISTENING - & HUNCH
GUYS'VE TO ALL'A THE - ; AQOUT
&0OT QUITE PUMORS ABOUT SOMETHING
THE STOCK AKAGI-HAN THAT'VE - 2

OF CASH. BEEN CIRCLING
"ROUND LATELY...

ﬂ |
ﬂ'l:;"“"mﬂ".ﬂlm -
e

." l-l-

W |

YEAR, I STARTED
THINKIN' THAT MIGHT
BE THE CASE WHEN
AKAGI-HAN SHOWED
UP OUTTA NOWHERE

JUST A LITTLE BIT

I'M THINKIN' YOU
eUyYS MIGHT'VE BEEN

300 GRAND FROM J
THE VERY START. 474

] E-L'J

L |
! 5]% H I -
PEEFFEEREEEEREETEANEN

i

|
=
B »

=3
—
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ENOUGH

WITH YOuUe WHAT TRICK WERE
WE EVEN DO LAME YOU TRYIN' TO

SOMETHING Y ASSUMP- | | PULL ON ME,
LIKE THAT?!




HNN- LAKAGI-SAN
FIGLIRED i | 1 WOLLD NEVER
YOU'D SAY DO SOMETHING
SOMETHIN' s LIKE THAT/!!
LIKE THAT.
7/
- 5 ¥ |
\ J'_r .
LN gy ! \
"1
, ~'_‘~., " ‘1
11 r
IF I HAVE THE 4 -
TINIESTAMOUNT I 1His's aie ' VA SEE I DON'T THINK
THAT WE CAN 0O MONEY ON AKAG| COULDA
SOMETHIN' agout|| THELINE, &S DONE THAT
QEFOCE WE | HERE. o VERY EASILY,
START, THEN . EITHER.
WE GOTTA DO SIS
| T's .- '
N [SMALL,
auT
| |
at el
e = 1 /
e IT'S SOMETHIN' BUT AKAGI-HAN ,
WAY, I WOLLON'T'VE
ven || THAT MAHJONG SHOULD HAVE || EXPECTED YOU WELL
PROS LIKE US SOME IDEA OF TO GET WHAT R
*‘%" ir]s?ugg WHERE T'M T'M SAYIN,
COMIN' FROM., OSAMLU-
A 600D EAME,
ﬁ"f
L

e

fi

-
)
-

H gy




IT'S MY SR PARLY pART O
PREFERRED ¥ TOWN IS
SPOT FOR | cHOCK FULL
PLAYIN', O' MAH-

JONE
PARLORS

o - T e B W

YOU CAN ANY'WHERE
™ ' S FINE
TAKE  J' v FOR US
"||.| Ll . e
PICK, _
- et f .1|
I ™ T - j . I‘_
.- m e Ny o
s s | ) ' e

Il"-:::*- <

BRN

41 |

ONE OF
THEM, AND
PROMPTLY

CLIMBED

P ITS

STEPS.

£

HE PICKED |7 | SAW

3 MAHJIONE
PARLORS
IN HIS

i
IMMEDIATE \

VICINITY. \1

L e 3 L
LR IEE N R DR ROk
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F—— - ——— 1 DMYVIONE
A 7 77| TABLEHAD
| A~ A PEOPLE

AKAE! AND
THE OTHERS

THE PARLOR, |4

JOINING
AKAS| AND
NAKAI AT
THEIR

WAITED AT
A TABLE FOR
A SHORT
WHILE...




THIS IS
BECALUSE,
USUALLY

||u||'.||u|||I|HIi

Wiy -||-|I|‘||I1I|'|||I||| i

s

AKAE! HAS
EXPERIENCE IN
SOMETHING
CRITICAL THAT
NAKAI COES

NOT...

=] T 1S CLOSE
=1 TO 200
1 TIMES WHAT
] HE IS USED

- )

I AND WHAT'S
MORE, THE
MATCH WILL
=1 BE DECIDED
21 IN THE SPACE| .

=1 OF A SINGLE | i

HANCHAN!  pooiosi

-« THE RATE
FOR THIS
EAME WILL =1
MAKE HM —
NEED TO

LEAVE
BEHIND

COMMON

SENSE/

———

BE THAT
Ti» AS IT
Q _ MAY...
o ]
ﬁf_‘% —
<

SO
NAKAI
KNOWS

r*l.l_.r
'

MNAKAI IS USED
TO PLAYING

(THIS 10,000
_ YEN IN SHOWA

39 (1qe4) EQUATES
TO 100,000 YEN

l‘I
e

——
4

i N R A N T A NN S SEE R S N

.AND WOULD -
o {9‘3" #ﬁé’ E0 . THIS AMOUNT .. REACHES} AMOUNT
PLAYER WITH R WAS &IVEN LUPWARDS THAT
THE MOST RS TO OSAMU OF 1.8 THESE TWO
POINTS AT [ FOR SAFE MLLION | /€] MEN NOW
THE END OF " = KEEPING.. 4 " VEN. ' COMPETE
i . FOR...
ONE HANCHAN. __mi

-----

. WITH

NOTHING

TO THEIR
NAME!

NAKAI OR
AKAGI
COULD

WALK OUT
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i HH . MORE OR LESS
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300,600 NAKAIS EEs
YEN THAT HE STICKING HIS )
LS hs
o
BY HIMSELF AT '. e
1 ‘
1'!: v 4 F1 :
| THROUGH
B IF HE WERE |l '|| HIS PRIMARY I ﬁggggﬁg
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MAHJIONG.

300

oy
"y e

I--
5 A L R
S £ ’ o Lp -
il o i, L hy .,,'__ F £
O, ] o [ . r /
*_r'l- w L o - e =Tl g
o - r . -.. .. e ‘1 F i i
-
. r
- = ’ =3
i B LT
i
s
ey R 2 J8 L
i -
4 ool L =
.. 5
o

WAS, IN

FACT,
OVER
THE

COURSE
OF 1 O
2 YEARS

1y \\

/ -’/ J. "'!"?f _I-J |i:
s 74 |
7 é{ 7l i I 'IMI




||fJ||l

F“ ||u|ﬂ

BUT,
CONTRARY
TO HIS
HOPES FOR
THE GAME

S = | WHILE THAT
Al —HWAS 60INE

= NOT USE.

THE ONE
WHO MOST
WANTED
TO WIN
WAS NAKAI

)r

F

g 1 | ..8uT EVEN

e AL S0, HIS
PN i o7 Al | HAND ENDED |
Al UP wWITH MANY |
| TLES THAT IT
2 COuLD

“é%

HE HAD
SWITCHED
ouT &

4 TILES OVER |
| THE COURSE
{  OF THE

L

} —| AND HIS

"} = OVERALL

= HAND WAS
| VERY BAD, =

HE WAS |

TRULY IN |

° b

A DES- [

PERATE finasss
SITUATION, [

—

e

IN THIS
SHOW-

ALL OF
THE TILES




BUT DON'T YOU
wOoeeY.. T'LL
&ET IT BACK,

THIS FIRST

ROLND MEANS

NOTHIN'

THE 2AD
END OF
THE FLOW
TO START,
HUH?

| LKET &OT L

THE FIRST
DEALER,

CLEET AkAGl, PUT




T'LL
TAKE U7 i LeT Me
CARE OF ' SAVE YOU

YOUIN L7 @ THE TROUBLE 1\
i OF TRYING

; NO NEED
TLL TAKE TO &IVE

YOU OuUT YOu A

NICE AND CHANCE TO
QUICKLY, RETALIATE

THE
EAST

WHALDA

o, =" w

IF WORST COMES 35 TREBELNEE
TO WORST,,, LiVE S : H ;;%{r,»r
STILL 60T "ﬂ'.. S e £ el SEEN THE
L : £ ] o
BACKLP 1_ 5 V. LAST O







DIFFERENCE [

IS STILL

OF OVER- |

WHELMING

MAGNITUDE. [

THINKS
AT ALL

CAN

A IF NAKAT s

i THAT HE |

CEACH IT B,

THOLIEH

| HE WOULD |
=PI ONLY LOSE}:
L THAT MUCHE

IN THE

HIS
LIFELONG

TREASURE

OF 300

THOUSANDN

YEN WILL
BE LOST.

THEN HE
MUST
WIN... HE
CANNOT
ALLOW

1.8 MIL-
LION YEN
WAGERED

ON THIS

MATCH.

HE WOULD

AS THE
MAN WHO
DEFEATED

AKAGI
SHIGERU ’

IF HE
COuLD |-
MANAGE
TO WIN

| AT THIS
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~

FROM THE |
VERY START
OF THE

TO DEFY
NAKAI'S

{l Eexpec-
W Tations. | || eveey- b et

: :._ ] ;:. .-I_':. : GNE. .IlIIIIIII-E HEEH
N T 7| TSUMO, WITH

L Mo :-.: . et AOr .1 p "‘_ . o 1 QI:"E.&..
; et ' H 3 !

100
FROM

WAS ON A
WINNING
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M il
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EVEN NOW, [SHSF
HIS POINTS LY; ,
] MERELY il
“| CONTINUED |
4 TODE- | N
CREASE. | N "y

™| THAT TOOK
P THE
VAST

MAJORITY
OF HIS

1 THOUEHTS

i TIME.

THEQE WAS
MOST
CERTAINLY
A WAY FOR
HM TO B
MAKE A  Fiilm
COMEBACK, s MM

IN THIS
STAGE
OF THE




. |I- I . ORI,
HE WAS ) ' \
Seeee FOCLISED ON EVEN BB Q0% TO 8E TO WIN,
IR HOW TO BRING cLOsER 8 PEADY HE HAD TO =
s THE MATCH TO 100% B || B FOr ANY- PREPARE
# AROLIND BACK ' THING. A STRA-
B TO HIS FAVOR, TEGY...
{ )
S f W
'-_.-:. {
f e ]
{ P LAY

IT WAS
TOO SOON
AKAS| HAD FOR THERE
ALREADY TO EMERGE
A CHANCE
FOR HIM...

LINEX-
PECTED
Ly
| QUICKLY

b THAT'S

B NOT
b POSSIBLE
T /4




GETTIN' ALL
WORKED UP

2O ME ANY
E00D0...

OVER IT WON'T

TRPEALLY
CAN'T
BELIEVE

T'VE ONLY
E0T 8600
POINTS

BUT NOW
AIN'T THE
TIME TO
COMPLAIN.

e —

'Nal. BAcK AT

I HAVEN'T
BEEN ABLE
TO FISHT

THE WAY
THINGS
ARPE,..

IT'S STILL \
THE EAST

FiesST
RPOLND,
AND HE'S
STILL THE
DEALER.

LUNEBELIEV-
ABLE, BLUT

&t
-

CAN'T
\ BELIEVE
1T

'-n.—ll-nl'"
et

IT's A B< f- K]
DEALER BEiC- £ s | y
MANGAN Refiete : fil Tanvao,
- ‘,l ,‘i| P
12,600. w &\ WITH ONE
- /Al DOPRA.
/)

THAT |=
INCON- | = A1
CIEVABLY | A

"::. II Il.‘[ll‘;l‘\ Fﬁl.f;r {I'l.
il ! HaND e
g 1N a
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SHOKL N
2L
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> THs,

o
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EAST
FIRST
ROUND,
3e0
HONBA,

&EET THAT
DEALER
SPOT
AWAY
FEOoM

S

leies

L |

INSTEAD,
WHAT I NEED
TO DO FOR
THE MOMENT

_'_F,..--""r .-"If
/

.

NAKAI'S
STARTING| |
HAND:

IT WAS A HAND
WITH A LOT OF
PROMISE IN
THAT REGARD,
BUT...

HE COULD
NOT ALLOW
HIMSELF TO

HOPE FOR
SUCH LUX-

LIRIES.

IT COULD
VERY CON-
CIEVABLY
REACH
HON ITSL.

Sy
5 t it Pl B TE Y
N w

PARATE
MOMENT
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IN ORDER
TO STOP

HIS HAND

] THE DEALER, |\ gecomes

- akael, FeoM [N | FAR CHEA-
» N | PER, BUT

TILES OF
THOSE
ARPOUND

GETTING

......................
....................
............

o e R WL e LT
||||||
___________________

|||||
............
||||||||||||||
.............
........................

LAND HE | SOMEHOW |

PUTS A TAKES [ OR ANO- / -O
STOP TO THIS |- THER, NAKAI /4 O
AKABI'S 1900 [ SCRAPES . |
DEALER- [{|[//|POINTS}: TOEETHER

SHIP, Pl W B A WIN,




Efff:fff : . Beee s THIS G6IVES
e en T ERRR HIM HIS i

R B . A -.:::::::: 5 oo CHANCE! _- :

=] BRINGS fiiii: IN THE | |
SEE US TO R Y NEXT | o'
2 THE BAST 2500 \! eOUND, | Il I I

i 3RO b \ | Naka) THE EAST udl) DT
7| eOuND [l LY

WIHE ;HD'“ I.I-Il. '|'.l : I i "™
: ONCE
i AGAIN.,

Wi LIPON SEEING
HIS RIICHI,
THE NORTH
PLAYER
REACTS 8Y
CALLING.

NAIKAI
IS THE
FIRST

. o)
f
PLAYER -
1O CALL %
o

RICHI.

THE .
SOUTH >

HIS TILE PLAYER,

BACK WHO HAD

IN THE ALREADY
TAKEN HIS _j_

DRAW...




RIICHI,

PINFU ,
MENZEN
TSUMO/

HOWEVER, AND

THIS GIVES ff;? NOW,
NAKAI HIS s,
THIRD | DION'T %% THE L.IEﬂ.r
STRAIGHT | &ET 3 DORA...!
WIN/ ANY %
OF -
‘EM...
1-E -I .....
BATRERS Wi
HIS . ' SEAnS

ca F "L [ S e



- NOT AT ALL
INTIMIDATED BY
AKAEBI'S

PREEMPTIVE
RlICHI... '

THE SOUTH
PLAYER,
WHO HAD
ALREADY

TAKEN HIS

DRAW...
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4
THESE TWO LEE o / 1S
THAT THE | /7 7
PONS NORTH PLAYER)//| WITHOUT FORCED
BETWEEN DEALS NEXT | | MISSING ¥ TO PUT
THE HGE"TH IS CALLED A BEAT LR IT BACK
AND SOUTH o
UPON 8Y THE | / CNP | . g NTHE
SOLUTH # ik A 1 WALL.
PLAYER! Ak

WTO
THE TILE TTnecRs A B Ry LLCHANGED
THAT THE [ a Zires]  THE TILE THAT
SOUTH =1 AKAGI WOLLD
PLAYER DRAW ON HIS
....... HAD PUT NEXT TUEN...




THATLL
BE
12,300
POINTS!
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L
P wheee

OYOou . -
oL / WHAT'S
G&OIN" ON

YOU'RE
GOINP!

YOU'RE &0INE
TO 8E TAKING

FIUST WAIT
MY PLACE.

A MINUTE
! AKAG|-

o T

o —.-.li
SRR IR RN —

you AND || O AND THEI% ﬂg T

HUH FLICKIN Leave || eeT Im SO
P MORON! THE BACK ke
henet Il rows FLICKER!

HERE!! NOW!!




Y T MEAN,

P f
HE MADE ]: .° e ﬁ&m
ME LEAVE [ ©% e
THE MONEY )i : g

i 7 g GONE,

-'; BACK THERE,C:a i
L FOREVER

.........

T e

I WOULDN'T
JUST 2UN
OFF WITH

THE MONEY
LIKE SOME

KIND OF
HOOLIGAN
!

HE JUST HAD
TO FEEL AS
SECURE AS
HE COULD...

HE'S QUITE THE
SHREWD LITTLE

WELL, THAT'S
JUST HOW

IT SEEMS LIKE
YOU'RE MIS-
INTERPRETING
WHAT'S 60ING
ON, AGAIN,
OSAMU...

HE WAS MEAN

EGETTING A IN THE
LOT OF ACTUAL
WINS, ALL MAHJIONES

OF A EAME!
SUDDEN!

e

WHAT'S
P WITH §

E e ; :::: 3
MAN, ‘|I

N
\
\
\
\
\

HE WAS PEALLY
LAYING IT ON,
WASN'T HEP

« THAT &UY,




T'S

LINVOLVED NOT THAT
SOME PRETTY EE JUST ?i‘éﬂf
OBVIOUS STA RTED B
CHEATING, LAYING [T 5
WOULON'T B ON" OUT OF
YOU AGPEE? NOWHERE

i i g

Ll
T

YOU CcOULD NAK A
SAY THAT KNEW
THEY '@E HIS THEM
PARTNERS. BEFORE
ALL OF
THIS

THE OTHER
TWO PEOPLE
AT THE
TABLE WITH

.+HE DION'T | WHEN NAKAI
STOP TO TOOK Us TO
USE THE THAT MAHJONG

PHONE FOR PARLOR JUST

EVEN 4 A BIT A&O..
SECOND/! &




IF HE
COULDN'T
GET US
TO LEAVE
THAT
PARLOR

—_—

..HE
MIGHT NOT
HAVE BEEN AS
ANXIOUS TO
BATTLE WITH ME
AS HE SAID HE
WAS,

JUST BE

LAND JOIN
WHICHEVER
TABLE WE
ENDED UP
GOINEG TO...
THAT MUCH
IS EASY,

AND
THAT'S
BECAUSE

THEY COULD
PRETENDC TO

AIMLESSLY
WANDPERING

SGETTING

——

AS FAR AS

|
THAT GOES, : ALL THAT
FOR ALL OF THE | HE WAS
ExaceERATED || ZANNING
FUSS HE WAS ) il
MakING agouT |  WAS T b
NEEOING TO | 5T -
e - : EANG'S
A
\ |
| 16
| 1K
i i\ ¥
== 17
il

AFTER

i

=1 SEEING THATI
‘; SOMEONE 1]

wAS FOL- !
LOWING

FROM THE
BEGINNING,
WHEN HE
SAID HE WAS
&0OING TO
TAKE US TO
ANOTHER
PARLOR..,

e — — —

_—
N 1T THOSE MEMBERS
OF HIS GANGS
WERE READY AND

WAITING

NAKAI TO B8RINEG
SOMEONE FOR
THEM TO PLAY
AGAINS

ALL THREE IF TWO PEOPLE
PEOPLE AT
WECE SEATED AT
ONeTeae B THAT TABLE
WAS THE ALREADY, THEY
QEST... '

WOLLDON'T HAVE
= ALL BEEN ABLE
TO &ET SEATED

BUT THAT'S
NOT IMPOR-
TANT, SINCE

THE WAY IT

TURNED OUT

WAS PERFECT
FOR THEIR

STRATEGY.

..OR EVEN WORSE,

¥ =i

HOW COULD
HE HAVE
CALLED FOR
HIS PARTNERS
ON SUcH
SHORT NOTICE
WITHOUT
DG[HE-jTHﬂT

. — i

)

wiTHIN |
THE BOLIN-]
DRIES OF |
HIS TURF |

FOR

Tiis

. —— — ——— — O —

/

IF THERE |! THE EXACTLY ES%CEF }
was some- || coeeect TimNe BN 12 iAo :
ONE WAITING| | WAS IMPORTANT Bl "5 227

AT THE | OR ELSE THEY [ O THE |

TAGLE WE |1 WOULD Tie THE o mEn
CHOSE TO |l TARGET OFF P
60 TO.. |l THAT SOME- ) ‘
I THING WAS :

| STRANGE...

e
rh'..,.r Ly
=i

; !

=
l.l-l.-
-

AND
THERE WAS =
ALWAYS THE

PISK OF

8OTH OF
THEM NOT
GETTING [
SEATED. Jii




AND IN THE
| GAME JUST NOW,
NAKAI AND HIS
TWO COMRADES
USED THAT
PRACTICE AND
PREPARATION
TO THEIR
ADVANTAGE.

WERE JUST
USED TO
HUH DOING THIS
KIND OF

T = -~ =
]
| ‘

I ||H‘ |
T

|
[

rrrrr

- T oaeTNers as| THEY WERE
i ﬁmu&n rjs.s LUSING
AKAI AND
HIS FRIENDS S[GNILL'S
P | CANUSE
A 1 NONVERBAL
: e E SIENALS TO

EVEN BEFOPRE
THIS EATTLE BEGAN,
THOSE THREE GUYS

WERE ALWAYS READY
TO 0O COMBINATION
PLAYS... BOTH THE
SETUP AND IN THE
ACTUAL GAME.

DID THEY
REALLY DO
SOMETHING

LIKE 'I:;HﬂT

JII il iif il il |I|
|1|||.| ||_ “ ||I

WAS THE HAND
WHERE I LOST MY

THE FIRST

HMM DEALERSHIP... TIME THAT
a WHERE HE MADE THEY LUSED
THE QUICK, OPEN THOSE

CHUN-ONLY SIGNALS

HAND.

SIENALS
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WHERE YOU'D
BEEN GETTING
DEALER WIN
AFTER DEALER
WIN FOR 3
- STRAIGHT
] HANDS...

THEY'D
OBVIOUSLY s

YOUR DEALER
] . POSITION AWAY
FROM YOU, &0

WHAT I
WAS

TALKING s

DON'T
QUITE
HAVE IT,

WDIDNT
HAVE TO
0O WITH
THAT
TACTIC.

WANT TO GET o

/ / el
IT DEFINITELY S WHEN
INVOKES THE ry YOU SEE
THOUGHT THAT Pl § — SOME-
THERE MIGHT N - S THING
gﬁei?ﬁg LIKE THAT
GOINE ON % % @
T Bl
% £ H“m"’ LT
i L ."'II H.IIL My Iy
fif 141 i
g 1 | L
i
ﬁ_, -
GETTING | - % ;
THAT FAR | * e
IS EASY | =
ENOUEH, b
N...
GIVEN IT DID SEEM NOW
THE LIKE THOSE THREE THAT YOU
SETTING, WEPE CALLING OFF MENTION
AKAGI- OF EACH OTHER i
SAN AN AWFLL LOT
~{
=
guT b v

STILL 4

THEY ANYONE
WOULD
HAVE &ONE
FOR A CHEAP,

QUICK HAND

ALL I'M SAYING
(S THAT OUST MIEHT
WITH THAT EVEN
PRETTY ORDI- HELP
NARY TACTIC EACH

aY ITSELF... OTHER
TO GET

THERE!

W YOU CAN'T
SAY FOR SURE
IF THEY'RE
CHEATING OR
NOT/!




BACK THEN,

HIS WINNING
HAND LOOKED
LIKE THIS...

II'I'.'I'I:;:'II:' II#:JI.I-'.I'.II.'I:.':IIII'.:i::.'."..'::.:..'.."...'. Py A

HIS
PCISCARDS
LOOKED
LIKE THIS.

MR

«HE DEALT AFTER HE 1| SOMETHING H |
1IN
|

THE 3-50L NN CALLED THE
TO PUT ¢ S T AR, il
HIMSELF '

50, IF IN TENEAL
WE TAKE

| ¢ oo

| tHAT INTO - e
| ACCOLINT S 3
l wid

LITTLE BIT

L
I
ALY

HE HAD R e q, i

THIS HAND |-A e e BRSSO
AFTER THAT
CALL.

-
*
e

2688
888 E
8%

(mimlaim]e1~]
[=i=let=]oie)

i
B HEEE

THAT'S NOT
SOMETHING THAT
A PLAYER OF
NAKAI'S CLASS |

WOULD NOR- J
MALLY DO.

.HE WOLILD
HAVE THIS

AND FROM
IT, HE CHOSE (]
TO DISCARD

THE 3-50U.

-4 SOU
EDGE WAIT!

IF HE'D
INSTEAD
CHOSEN

THE 7-50U §



HE
SPECIFICALLY

CHOSE TO
TAKE THE LESS
LIKELY &-S0OU

CLOSED
WAIT.

THAT IS
THE ONLY
WAY,

-

-
< Sl

———m -

HE HAD BEEN
BLENDING IN WELL
ENOUEH UP TO
THERE, 8UT HE WAS
BEYOND THE POINT
WHERPE HE STILL
SAFELY COULD,

PLAYING IN
A MATCH WORTH

HE
DEFINITELY
DID THAT
ON PUR-
POSE...

. P D
T

HE KNEW FOR A FACT

NEXT TUEN... THAT
SOMEONE WOLILLD
DEAL INTO HIS HAND

THAT HIS 6-50U CLOSED
WAIT WOLILD COME TO
FRUITION ON THE VERY

IF HE

THEN [T CHOSE
CAN ONLY THAT
MEAN WAIT

ONE

— S — — — — ——

DESPERATE.

WITH IT,

'
|
BUT NAKAI I WELL, THOSE
ONLY HAD 8600 || e&UYS HAD DONE A
POINTS LEFT || PRETTY 600D JOB
TOLOSE.. HE || OF LAYING LOW UP
WAS EETTING UNTIL THAT POINT
PRETTY |
|

IF HE'D
WANTED TO

MORE MONEY KEEP THEIR
COVER, HE
THAN HE COLLD
eeaLy b
COMPREHEND [ .
THEIR -
FOR SIGNALS AND AFTER ;
INSTANCE AND COM- HE MADE THAT .
BINATION MOVE, THE :
PLAYS WERE ELOVES WERE
OUT IN THE

IT WOLILD 8E
ABSURD TO STAY
WORRIED ABOUT
APPEARANCES AT
SUCH A CRITICAL
MOMENT,




AS WELL
AS THAT

|

I

1

1

I

I
ALL OF IT ||
WAS A I
i

i

i

|

HUH PESULT OF TIME T TSUMO THAT
vt THEIR COM- OEALT IN HE MADE
BINATION

PLAY.

7 | |
LT

/L JIIIn'.lI'J | |I 1
o T

HTGH:“TCS*S WELL, I... T CAN
T B BUT A TSUMO  SEE HOW YOU COULD ey
.. AND GETTINE DO A COMEINATION
OF THEIR YOU TO DEAL PLAY BY DEALING ACCOMPLISHED
COMBINA- WITH SIENALS
Sl IN, TOO, WHATEVER THE TiLe | :
P AKAGI-SAN? YOLR PARTNER

WOLLD NEED TO WIN IS
AND STUFF LIKE THAT

IT WwOULD
FEQUIRE A
BIT OF
PRACTICE
TO PLLL
OFF

| Iy f LT '
il lll . 1 .
1T ﬂﬂ |
||||||||.'| '||'t]I 1|I,l-. ]|1|1 J :
AR 1, 1 ]J f
SR

BUT

IT'S
VERY
SIMPLE

AKDE] _ 5
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